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LETTERS TO EDITOR

ALUMINUM PHOSPHIDE
POISONING

Sir,

Aluminum phosphide poisoning is an important
medical emergency which physicians in the
developing countries, including India, deal
with very commonly. While the authors have
commented on the effects of various clinical
and biochemical parameters on outcome,
some other factors might have played a role in
determining the prognosis.!"

It would be of interest to know if the tablets
were fresh or exposed, since exposed
tablets lose their lethality and may cause
less severe manifestations. Administration
of magnesium sulfate has been shown to
improve outcome, possibly by dual action
of membrane stabilization and correction of
hypomagnese mia.?! Since only 9 out of the 49
patients received magnesium sulfate, it will be
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interesting to know the dosage used and if the
administration of magnesium sulfate made any
difference to the outcome.

Also, the authors have commented on the
presence of myocardial ischemia. It would be
of interest to know how this was diagnosed,
since ECG changes of severe toxic myocarditis
as seen in aluminum phosphide poisoning can
easily mimic those of ischemia.®! Probably the
changes authors have mentioned are a result of
severe myocarditis rather than ischemia per se.
It would also be of interest to know the number
of patients who had altered sensorium and the
cause of altered sensorium.
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