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D-dimer is useful in the 
diagnosis of cortical venous 
sinus thrombosis

Sir,
With great interest, I have read the paper entitled 
“D-dimer is useful in the diagnosis of cortical venous 
sinus thrombosis”, in the recent issue Neurology India, 
by Misra et al.[1] 

Had the authors incorporated the following steps, their 
study would have been more accurate from statistical 
and laboratory viewpoints: 
1. Information regarding ethical clearance in the 

Materials and Methods section. 
2. Quality control in parallel with all patients’ samples 

(positive and negative controls). 
3. Sensitivity and specificity and Barthel index score 

may be affected owing to the small sample size. The 
sample size should be at least 100, according to the 
standard statistical table. 

4. To avoid any technicians’ bias, blood samples 
should be coded and other normal samples should 
be mixed and coded with them. Following which, 

one technician should perform the test and the other 
should interpret the result. 
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Author’s reply

Sir,
We appreciate the interest of Dr. Skaik, on our paper and 
would offer the following clarifications. In this article, we 
have reported our experience of D-dimer in 26 patients 
with cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST) from 
a single center. This was not a randomized controlled 
trial however, the CVST project was done under the 
Council of Science and Technology, Uttar Pradesh, India. 
Barthel index is a scale for activities of daily living and is 
unlikely to depend on sample size. D-dimer estimation 
is routinely performed in our institute using standard 
method. The technician is provided the coded blood 
samples and he is not aware of clinical diagnosis. 

U. K. Misra, J Kalita 
Department of Neurology, Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of 

medical Sciences, Raebareily Road, Lucknow, India 
E-mail: drukmisra@rediffmail.com

Accepted on 13-04-2009

Azhar
Rectangle

Azhar
Rectangle


