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Abstracts: The 2184bp full-length brain P450 aromatase (termed P450aromB) cDNA encoding a protein of 498
amino acid residues was isolated from the brain of the half-smooth tongue-sole (Cynoglossus semilaevis) by using
homologous cloning to clarify the role in sex differentiation. Sequence and phylogenetic analyses showed that the tongue
sole P450aromB belonged to brain P450arom subfamilies. The putative P450aromB amino acid residues shared 48.3%—
66.1% sequence affinity with other fish brain P450arom, and shared 34.2%—49.9% sequence affinity with ovarian
P450arom of other fish. The RT-PCR analysis revealed that P450aromB mRNA was expressed at a high proportion in the
brain and gills but less in the gonads and skin, but not in other tissues. However, the P450aromB decreased in the brain of
sex-reversed males, treatment by Methyltestosterone or at high temperatures. These results suggested that the P450aromB
is involved in the course of gonad development and sex determination in tongue soles.
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Tab.1 Primersused for cloning and tissue expression of Cynoglossus semilaevis P450aromB

514 Primer J¥41 Sequence BRILA & Position(bp)
P450aromB(fw1) 5'-YGCVACVGAGYTBATMTTTGC-3' 934—954
P450aromB(rv1) 5'-CRAABGGCTGGAAGWARCGA-3' 1373—1393
P450aromB(fw2) 5'-AGGGAACCAACATCATTCTCAACATCGG-3' 1270—1297
P450aromB(fw3) 5-CTCACTTCCACTTCAGGGTGCTGTTTCA-3' 1066—1093
P450aromB(fw4) 5'-TGCAACAGAGCTCATCTTTGC-3' 935—955
P450aromB(rv4) 5'-CGAAGGGCTGAAAGAAGCGA-3' 1373—1393
B-actin(fw) 5'-GTAGGTGATGAAGCCCAGAGCA-3'

B-actin(rv)

5'-CTGGGTCATCTTCTCCCTGT-3'
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1 ggctgagagaatgticatcalectileccetlgggcagagetlgtatctectgaattgacagaagttigaagaagttc
76 gggacgtcatacgtggaattetgtacctggetgeagtcATGGAAGAGTTGCTGCTGAACAGCAGCCTTGTGTCCG
1 M EELLLNSSTLVY S
151 TGGACACCTTGTCCAAACTCACGACCCTTCTGCTCOTCTTCCTTCTGCTGCTGCTCTGCACCACCTGGACCCGCA
13 vbprT?LSKLTTLULLVYFILILILILILTCTTWTR
226 CAAAGCAGTCTGACATTCCTGGTCCATCTTTCTTGGCAGGACTTGGTCCCGTTCTGTCCTACACCAGGTTCATCT
38 TXQ¢SsSDTIPGPSFLAGLOGPVYLSYTRFI
301 GGACTGGAATTGGAACAGCAAGCAACTATTACAACAAGAAGTATGGCAGCACGGTGCGTGTGTGGATCAATGGTG
63 ¥ TG6I1T 6T A S NY Y NKKYGS TV RV W I NG
376 AGGAGACCCTCATTTTAAGCAGGTCTACAGAGETGTATCACGTTCTGAAGAGTGTACACTACACTGCCAGATTTG
88 EETLI1 L SRSTEWVY HVLEKSVHYTA ARTF
451 GCAGTAAAATAGGGCTGCAGTGTATTGGGATGGAAGGAAAAGGGATAATTTTCAACGGTGATGTTTCGCTCTGGA
113 ¢ s K 1 6 LQCTITGMEGIEKTEGTITFNGDUV S L W
526 AAAAAGTAAGGACATACTTTTCTAAAGCACTTACAGGCCCTGCCCTGCAGAGGACAGTGGCAATCTGTGTGGACT
138 K K VRTYFSKALTGPALOQRTWVY AT CVD
601 CCACTGCCGAACACCTGAACAACCTGCAGGAGGTGACCGACTCCTCTGGTCATGTGGACGCCCTCAATCTGCTGA
163 S TAEMHLNNLUGOQEWVTDSS GHVYV D ALNTLTL
676 GAGCCATAGTGGTGGACATCTCCAACCGGCTCTTCCTCAGAGTTCCACTCAATGTGAAAGACTTGTTGATTAAAA
188 R AT VVDTIZSNRLFLIRVPLNVETSDTILTLTIEK
751 TCCACCACTACTTTGAGACCTGGCAAACAGTCCTCATAAAGCCCGACCTATTCTTTAAGATTGGATGGCTGTACG
213 I H HY F ETWOQTV LTI EK®PDILTFTFIEKTITGWTLY
826 ACAGACACAAGAAAGCAGCCCAAGAACTACAGGATTCCATGGAGAATCTTTTAGAATTGAAGAGAAAGATGATAA
238 DR HK K A AQETLOQDSMENILTLETLIEKTR RIEKMI
901 ATGAGAGTGAAAAACTGGATGATGATCTTGACTTTGCAACAGAGCTCATCTTTGCTCAGAACCATGGAGAGCTGT
263 NESEEKLDDDTLDTFATETILTITFAQNUHGTEL
976 CTGCAGACAACGTCAGGCAGTGTGTGCTAGAGATGGTGATTGCAGCCCCTGACACACTTTCTATCAGTCTCTTTT
288 S ADNVROQCVLEMVYI A APDTILSTITSILTF
1051 TTATGCTAGTGCTGCTGAAACAGCACCCTGAAGTGGAAGTGAGACTAGTGGAGGAGATGAACACTGTCAAGAATG
313 FMLVY LLKOQMH®PEVEVRLVYEEMNTUWVIEKN
1126 AAAATCCGGGTGAAAACATTAACTATCAAAGTCTGACCACACTTGAGAACTTCATCAACGAGTCTCTGAGATTTC
338 ENPGENTIWNYOQSLTTULENTFTINETSTLTR RTF
1201 ATCCTGTGGTGGATTTCACAATGAGAAAAGCTCTGGAAGACGATGTCATCGAAGGCATGGCGATCAAGAAGGGAA
363 HPVvVVDEFTM®BREALEDDUVIEGMATILIZEKIKTEG
1276 CCAACATCATTCTCAACATCGGCCTCATGCATAAGACAGAGTTCTTCCCGAAACCAGATGAGTTTAATCTGGAGA
388 T N~NT T L NTGLMUMHIEKTETFTFU®PIEK®PDETFNTLE
1351 ACTTTGATAAAACTGTGCCTAATCGCTTCTTTCAGCCCTTCOGCTGTGGGCCGCGCTCCTGCGTGGGCAAACACA
413 NFDKTVPNRFFOQPFOGCGPRSCVY G K H
1426 TCGCCATGGTCATGATGAAGGCCATCTTAGTCACTCTGCTGTCTCACTACACGGTGTGTCCTCGTCAGGGCTGCA
438 I AMVMMEKA T LV TLLSHYTVCPRIOQGC
1501 GCCTCAGCAGCATCAGACAGACCAACGACCTGTCCCAGCAGCCTGTGGAGGACGAGCACAGCCTGACCATGCGCT
563 s LSS T RQTNDILSOQQPVEDEHSTILTMR
1576 TCATCCCCCGAACCACGCAACCTACACAGGAGTAGe tecagaaacacagagaacagelgeagagllggacaaagac
488 F I P R T T Q P T Q E =
1651 ctgaatgttcatgltgaaglglctlggacaacalcoggaacatggglcaatiggclglatlglagt taaaatggaggt
1726 agtatccatatgtgelccatlgeaaattaateccalataatlaateactaaggctaacatatlagacaagacggct
1801 aatctttgagtttigltcectatitctgeaaclaaacaagiccagacltitlagalaggaccatatggatticaacta
1876 atacagcgcataalalttacagacaaaaacaclagtaatactatatggtlalgcagtatatacattgatgtagtgt
1951 cagtaataattaaccatataatgtitctigtatticacagglaatctiaaaglaaccaaatgglgtagtgagtag
2026 tgtacagtatataaacaacacaccalgteglgalgllagcaaageacagalaataacaaggaaaataacactitt
2101 ttcaattcttatcatatttacaataaactaacaacaataaatlttaacatttaaaagt ASaaaaaaaaaaaaaas
2176 aaaaaaaaa
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Fig. 1 c¢DNA and predicted amino-acid sequences of the Cynoglossus semilaevis P450aromB
B 7R Poly (A) JBEL; ARImKIMNE(E S aataaa HAMAM FRILEIR; FRIZREIAEL T ATG; R %M T NEPRIR
5" -f13" -UTR.
The polyA signal is shaded in gray; the terminal aataaa signal is underlined with italic in the 3’ -end; the start codon ATG is underlined; the

stop codon is indicated by an asterisk; the lowercase indicated 5’ and 3’ UTR.
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Cynoglossus semilaevis B MEELLLNSSLVSVDTLSKLTTLLLVFLLLLLCT-TWTRTKOQSDIP 44
Cynoglossus semilaevis A MDHIPGCRLPMSPVGLDTMTSELVSVSPNVTAVPCSVFTAATRTLVLLICLLLVA--WSHTEK[AVP 65
Paralichthys olivaceus A MDR I PACDLAMTPYGLGAALGDLVSTSPNATAVRTPG [SVASRTLILLVCVLLVA--WSHTDRRTVP 65
Carassius auralus B ===—=—==———————e——=MEEVLKGTVNFAATVQVTLMALTGTLLL I LLHR I FT=AKNWRNQSGVP 47
Danio rerio B === e~ MMEHVVEDAVN IGAVVQGTLLLLTGTLML ILLHR I FG-VKNWRNQSALP 48
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B MLPLETLTTGPVVVDTVSGVTILLLLLLLLLLFT-AWSRTNPSHIP 45
Oryzias latipes B MIQQEVQTLDELFHSVSQVTLFLLLLMLILLF INTWRQSHLSHIP 45
Cynoglossus semilaevis B GPSFLAGLGPVLSYTRF IWTG IGTASNYYNKKYGSTVRVWINGEETL I LSRSTEVYHVLESVHYTAR 111
Cynoglossus semilaevis A GPYFCLGLGPLLSYVRFIWTGIGTASNYYNDKYGDIVRVWINGEEXL I VSRPSVVHQVLRSGNYCSR 132
Paralichthys olivaceus A GPPFCLGLGPLLSYVRFIWTG IGTACNYYNKRYGDIVRVWIDGEETLILSRASATYHVLENGHYTSR 132
Carassius auratus B GPGWLLGLGP IMSYSRFLWMG [GSACNYYNEKYGSIARVWISGEETFILSKSSAVYHVLESNNYTGR 114
Danio rerio B GPOWWLGLGPYLSYSRFLWMG IGTACNYYNEKYGS TARVWINGEETVILSKSSAVYHVLESNNYTGR 115
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B GPSFLAGLGPILSYSRFIWTGIGTASNYYNNKYGSIVRVWIKGEETLILSRSSAVYHIMKSPHYTAR 112
Oryzias latipes B GPSFLAGLGPVLSYARF IWMG IGTACNYYNKKYGSIVRVWINGEETLILSRSSEVYHVLKSAHYTSR 112
Cynoglossus semilaevis B FGSKIGLQCIGMEGKGE IFNGDVSLWKKVRTYFSKALTGPALQRTVAICVDSTAEHLNNLOEVTDSS 178
Cynoglossus semifaevis A FGSKQGLECLGMHERGL IFNNNVVLWKKIRTYFSKALTGPGLOGTLDVCVSSMOTHLDDLDDLD--- 196
Paralichthys olivaceus A FGSKQGLSCIGMYERG [ IFNNNVSLWKK IRTHFTRALTGPGLOKTVEVCYSSTQTHLDDLDGLG=—— 196
Carassius avratus B FASKKGLQC IGMFEQG I IFNSNMALWKKVRTYFTKALTGPGLOKSVDVCVSATNKQLNVLQEFTDHS 181
Danio rerio B FASAKGLOC IGMFEQG I IFNSNTAKWKKVRTYFTKALTGPGLOKSVEVCVSATNRQLDVLQEFTDAS 182
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B FCSKTGLOC IGMEGRG | [ FNNDVPLWRKLRTYFSKALTGPTLOGTVAICVSSTAKHLDGLODMTDSS 179
Oryzias latipes B FGSOKGLOQC TGMDGRG T IFNCDVPLWKKTRMYFSKALSGPSLORTVG ICVSSTAKHLARLQDVTDSS 179
Cynoglossus semilacvis B GHVDALNLLRATVVDISNRLFLRVPLNVEDLLIKTHHYFETWOTVL IKPDLFFE IGWLYDRHKKAAQ 245
Cynoglossus semilaevis A =HVDVLGLLRCTVVDI SKRLFLGVPVNERELLVK IQQYFETWQSVL IKPDVYFKLDW THQRHQRAAQ 262
Paralichthys olivaceus A ~HVDVLSLLRCTVVDISKRLFLDVP INERELLVKILKYFDTWQTVL IKPDIYFEFDWIHQRHKAAVQ 262
Carassius auratus B GHYDYLNLLRCIVVDVSKRLFLRIPLNEKDLLIK THRYFSTWQAVLIQPDVFFRLNFVYKKYHLAAK 248
Danio rerio B GHYDVLNLLRCIVVDVSNRLFLRIPLREKELLIK IHRYFSTWQTVLIQPDIFFKLDFVYRKYHLAAK 249
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B GHVDTLNLLRATVVDISNRFFLRVPLNEKDLLMK IQNYFETWQTVLIKPDIFFKIGWLYNKHERAAQ 246
Oryzias latipes B GHVDALNLLRATVVDISNRLFLRVPLNEKELLOK IHNYFETWQAVL IKPDVFFEMGRLYNKHKRAAQ 246
Cynoglossus semilscvis B ELODSMENLLELKREMINE ) DEATELLE J Cy 312
Cynoglossus semilaevis A ELQRSIGELVEQKRREVEHAEKLD=DIDFTTELIF SGEDYTQEN 328
Paralichthys olivaceus A ELHDATGDLVEQKRRDVEQADKLD=NIN d V1. 328
Carassius auratus B i ! v 34
Danio rerio B 315
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B 313
Oryzias latipes B 313
Cynoglossus semilaevis I HPEVEVRLVEEMNTVEKNENPGENINYQSLTTLENF INESLRFHPVVDFTMRKALEDDVI 3719
Cynoglossus semilaevis \ LI HPOVELKLLOEIDTVVGERNLRNRDLPELOQVLETFINECLRFQPVVDFTMRRALSDDI | 395
Paralichthys olivaceus N 395
Carassius auratus 1i I EQIVQETQSOIGERDVESADLOKLNVLERF IKESLRFHPYVDF IMRRALEDDE | 381
Danio rerio B ‘ML NSAVEEQIVOETQSQIGSROVESADLOKLNVLERFIKESLRYHPVVDF IMRQSLEDDY I 382
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B ._ KENPEVELR I VEEMNTVSNEKGAEN THSOSLNVLENF I NESLRFHPVVDFTMRKALEDDV | 380
Oryzias latipes NPOVELQVVEEMNSVLDEKATES IDYESLRVLESF INESMRFHPVVDFTMRKALEDDE | 380
Cynoglossus semifaevis B EGMATKKGTNI ILNIGLMHKTEFFPKPDEFNLENFDETVPNRFFOPFGCGPRSCVGKH T AMVMME A T 446
Cynoglossus semilaevis A EGYQVPKGTNI | LNTGRMHRTDLFCKPNEFSLENFERKTPLRFFOPFGSGPRSCVOKH T AMVMMES [ 462
Paralichthys olivaceus A DGYRVPKGTNI I LNTGRMHRTEFFCKPNEFRLONFEXTAPRRYFOPFGSGPRSCVGKH T AMAMMES T 462
Carassius auratus B DGYRVAKGTNL | LNIGRMHKSEFFQKPNEFNLENFENTVPSRYFOPFGCGPRACVGEKH ] AMVMTK AL 448
Danio rerio B DGYRVAKGTNL | LNIGRMHK TEFFKKPNEFSLENFENTVPSRYFOPFGCGPRACVGEKH ] AMYMTK A 449
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B EGTKIRKGTNI I LNMGLMHRTEFFPKPKEFSLSNFDETVPSRFFOPFGCGPRSCVGER T §MVMMEA L 447
Oryzias latipes B EGTKIRRGTNI ILNIGLMHKTEFFPEPTEFSLANFERTVPSRFFOPFGCGPRSCVGEH AMVMMEA [ 447
Cynoglossus semilaevis B LYTLLSHYTVCPRQGCSLSS IRQTNDLSQQPYEDEHS---LTMRF I PRTTQPTQE 498
Cynoglossus semilaevis A LYTLLSQFCYCCHQGLTLDSLPKTNNLSQQPVEEEQEAQHLSMTFLPRKKG [HSKADPLHKYAC 326
Paralichthys olivaceus A LVTLLSQYSVCPHEGLTLDCLPOTNNLSQQPVEHQQEAPHLNMRFLPRORGSWQTL 518
Carassius auratus B LVYTLLSRFTVCPRHGCTVST IKQTNNLSMQPVEEDPDS~~LAMRF [ PRSQN [ CGDPHLGEKTQE 510
Danio rerio B LVTMLSRFTYCPRHGCT ISTIKQTNNLSMQPVEEDPDC-=LAMRF [ PRAQNSNGETADNRTSKE 511
Hippoglossus hippoglossus B LITLLSRYTVCPRHGCTLSSIROTNNLSQHPYEDEHS-—=LAMRF [PRTTHIDDNSEGVGPAEL 508
Oryzias latipes B LITLLSRYTVCPROGCTLNS IRQTNNLSQQPVEDEHS——-LTMRF I PRTSQPHLT 499

2 PG RN P4SOaromB ZIEIR)T 51(ABMO0641) 15 HoAb Y5 HfE 24 PASOarom ZAEIR 751 (1) LAk
Fig.2 Alignment of amino acid Cynoglossus semilaevis P450aromB (ABM90641) with other vertebrate

TR T —I2BEX . 5 F R IR XA R G A X, K G AR RIRER R .
The putative regions of I-helix, aromatase specific substrate binding region and heme-binding region are shown in gray, boldface and boxes,

respectively.
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Fig. 3 Phylogenetic tree of Cynoglossus semilaevis and other organisms P450arom from P450aromB
amino acid sequence based on NJ method

{7 J¥ (bootstraps) 1000 A 2 73 SCRVEAR LA RN PENR BT FALHE, B RN 07 &1L

Distances are used to construct the phylogenetic tree and bootstrap values based on 1000 re-sampling replicates. The ovarian P450arom and the

brain P450arom are shown by A and B,respectively.

2.3 P450aromBHyLHLAFRIX
LLP450aromB(fw4). P450aromB(rv4) k514,
RT-PCREFILEW], iy — 81 P450aromB L 1E
PERR i SRR R Rk, Horh Rk T
i, SRR E S, MR, AR EAE. LA
DL W Sk DS IRATZR AR WP450aromB
ik (4,
2.4 P450aromB fET%i%%E f R RYFRIK

S AL AN (] 5) KRBT AMA
it P450aromB ¥ A B HLFFAE, H 5% AR
L&A B 22 o AR 5 S e (P AN A rh
P450aromB [1)3RIA ] K (] 6).

3 SHFSHIE

77 B ACHE J L A7 AE T P8 HES ) 1 i A0
JUR A, R A A A T R A A DAy MR T G B g
(Simpson et al, 1994), X FHEMEARE 2o H e Al
PR AR 7 ) HAT W] SR . I LB A
— R AN, AEVE 2 R R I AT N
SN 284 YA 55 7 (L i (Kiishida et al, 2001; Dalla

Valle et al, 2002; Tchoudakova et al, 1998), A M}
W RN TR 4> 25 T P450aromB, I S HER A 1K
[FURPE S R G R A bl i, 21175 5 P450aromB
5 H AN P45S0arom [FIYRVER &, 5 HAD
FRPENR AR P450arom [FJYEMERAK, PRI A% SC Mg
F 4 1P P450arom J& T 25k Y P450arom. £E T
PRI LAy, Sl i & 85 1) P450aromB
P B0 SRR 45 RARL, 05 i 5 7 L ik,
PR A ISR GO Ry, S, Bt 5
R sRG R R BT, HER BMASESEK
R, X5XEEYMEG R iE . S
fis 75 A7 4 I 28 R 1 1) A A B A7 S Ath 5 A AL B AR
SEIRT T—WREDR O A AR S O S1 DXORTIL 21 25 &5
HIX, XK P450aromB ] Bt -5 HAL AW )5
1Ty REARZEARL o
55 & 40 AU 6% 25 8L ( Callard et al,1997 ;

Belvedere et al, 1998), 23§ 1 fifi P450aromB W 7F i
FIPERRER L, (i Rk s T . 7R
1, P450aromB EEAEMN . TN PR A2
HAPRL, —BNAZH THRMAERRNKE
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Fig. 4 RT-PCR analysis of P450aromB expression from various tissues of two year old female(a)

and male(b) Cynoglossus semilaevis

M: DL2000 DNA marker; G: PENE; L: JFE: K: B0 S: 0E; B: Mi; H: Ol Mu: LA HK: Sk'¥; Gi: ; Sk:

Wefks 1o /MW B HRER

M, DL2000 DNA marker ; G, gonad; L, liver; K, kidney; S, spleen; B, brain; H, heart; Mu, muscle; HK, head kidney; Gi, gill; Sk, skin; I,

intestine; E, eye.

(bP)
500

250

P450 aromB

[-actin

5 WIS G R R S P450aromB ) IA
Fig. 5 RT-PCR analysis of P450aromB expression in the gonads of sex-reversed Cynoglossus semilaevis
by Methyltestosterone exposure

Lo BEPEXSHE: 2. MEMEXIHE 3. WOIESENIACBEFHENE; 4 WIESEEIACHNERMEE: 5—6: HIAESEEIAb BV A o

1: Female of control; 2: Male of control; 3: Male of Methyltestosterone exposure; 4: female of Methyltestosterone exposure; 5-6: Male of sex

reverse by Methyltestosterone.

(bp) M 1 2 3
500

250

P450 aromB

B-actin

6 fenli 5 3 - T i Y 5 i rh P4SOaromB 1) %1k
Fig. 6 RT-PCR analysis of P450aromB expression in the gonads of sex-reversed Cynoglossus semilaevis
treatment by temperature
1o MEMEXTIEG: 2 HEVEXT: 3. miRACHRIERMEME: 4. ARACELERMENE: S—6: milRACFEE LM

1: Female of control; 2: Male of control; 3: Male of high temperature treatment; 4: female of high temperature treatment; 5-6: Male of sex reverse

by high temperature treatment.

(Kishida & Callard, 200 1)HEAT 4 i1 35 (Bjerselius
et al, 2001). P450aromB &S5 | ik i FIBE D
(IPERR 24k (Trant, 2001). fixi 75 &AL Eg o] GEL 2
57 Mo — i 2 A — A 1) 2 B BB 31 (Cavaco
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2002). FEMEH A BRI Sa— A 2 R
1 M AE ) EeAL (Leguen et al, 2000) DL o M
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