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Territorial Song of Plain Prinia (Prinia inornata)
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Abstract: Bird song is an important way of studying bird behavior in the field. To understand the relationship
between songs and tail action of Plain Prinia (Prinia inornata), we studied their territorial songs during August and
October in 2007 in Jiangxi Village of Zhaoqing, Guangdong. The results showed: 1) Plain Prinia had six song types, four
were frequent, one transitional and one scarce type. 2) The song was simple but its type varied, indicating different types
and degrees of danger. 3) The four song types had connections with different behaviors, and each song was accompanied
by tail shaking. Therefore, we concluded that the structure of the songs was simple but varied a lot, and tail action had a
function in these territorial songs.
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Tab.l Time-domain and frequency-domain of different song types of Plain Prinia (n=15)
R ES R A IR I B8 K M L e J3 RS AR
[aE] Main peak Highest Lowest Bandwidth Total length Singing Syllable Syllable
Song type frequency frequency frequency (Hz) (ms) rate duration interval
(Hz) (Hz) (Hz) (syl./s) (ms) (ms)
{ 5728.9+ 6765.7+ 4198.1+ 2564.9+ 461.9+ 260. 0 69.1+ 102.4+
302.2 135.6 177.9 176.1 244.5 7.2 40.7
5 4807.7+ 55427+ 3615.2+ 1927.5+ 977.1+ 1019. 0 25.0+ 30.4+
177.8 116.3 220.4 261.8 501.4 2.7 2.9
N 5655.3+ 8190.2+ 3135.3+ 5054.9+ 1429.2+ 281.3 24 .4+ 209.6+
310.9 517.7 724.0 1044.6 1094.3 54 80.7
AT 2 4702.7+ 10815.7+ 3607.7+ 7208.1+ 819.9+ 987.9 32.1+ 24.1+
High frequency2 225.8 311.9 108.2 190.2 520.8 39 52
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Tab.2 Time-domain of different song typesin Plain Prinia (n=15)

g f 4K EERER'S G eIt G L
Total length (ms)  Syllable uration (ms) Syllable interva 1(ms) Total syllable (ms) Singing rate (syl/s)
T , ,
ALl 461.9+244 5" 69.1+7.2% 102.4+40.7* 3.0£1.2% 264. 8+69.4"
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Song
S B B a B b
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