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Abstract: This study investigated species composition and diversity of fish larvae and juveniles in the surf zone of
the Yangtze River estuary to reveal the importance of this habitat as a fish nursery ground. Fish larvae and juveniles were
collected monthly at 13 stations on the spring tide during July 2006 and June 2007. Samples were conducted along the
surf zone (depth of 0.5-1.5m) using a seine net (1mx4m, 1 mm mesh-aperture). Each haul was made parallel to the shore
for a distance of about 50m. A total of 49045 fish larvae and juveniles were collected representing 84 species from 31
families. They included 16 marine species, 30 estuarine species, 4 diadromous species and 34 freshwater species. Coilia
nasus was the most dominant species accounting for 82.63% of the total. The number of species, individual and
abundance were lower in winter with the minimum number in March and maximum in summer. The Margalef index was
relatively low between November 2006 and April 2007, the highest being in October 2006. The Shannon-Wiener
diversity index was the highest in October 2006 and the lowest in March 2007. The Pielou evenness index was invariable
throughout the whole year and relatively low in July 2006 and June 2007.

Key words: Yangtze River estuary; Surf zone; Fish larvae and juveniles; Species composition; Species diversity;
Seasonal dynamics
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Fig. 2 Monthly water temperature in the surf zone of the
Yangtze River estuary. Error bars represent S.D of the
mean temperature among the 13 sampling stations in
the same month.

ECAl IR Rt (Acentrogobius pflaumi) (3.12%)-
W ( Pseudolaubuca sinensis ) (1.78% ). %
( Hemiculter leucisculus ) ( 1.53% ) . 5 ¥x
( Periophthalmus modestus ) ( 1.34% ) . AUl &
( Toxabramis swinhonis) (1.34% ). S&34F &
(Tridentiger trigonocephalus) (1.28%). FEEEINA
(Pseudolaubuca engraulis) (1.07%)~ X#PHTH
( Neosalanx taihuensis ) ( 0.66% )« fifff ( Mugil
cephalus) (0.64%). VLt 10 B P8 T 5
HFRAMAB 95.39% (K 1),

IRLFFIIEEAE 2006 4 7—10 HH 2007 4F 6
AZE AR K 8. FohoE 6 M1 7 H 4
XPEHA o3 2 H R BT HEAL 2R ) 90.44% 1
79.37%, 8 Fil 9 HHIXH D, 10 Higd, SURLER]
2 F.

TRV K, (Sts.1—3, St.6, Sts.12—
13) IR RS 15 Fh, T P4 27
B, VENEEPE 4 B, BOKIESE 26 Mo AEKILHE
SCH L3 M SR AOK A RS B 0.5 5
B, AR 20 B IR 2 B, KR
125 31 Fifr,

1 Individual number  EEEEE Abundance —d— Species number
x 5 50

™
=

[ e
s 2
kL Species number

10
\J . . 0
J A §8 ON D JFM AMJ
H it Month
4 VLAY R A7 HEf I R, AN AR
FER &
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Fig. 3 Mean salinity of each sampling station in the surf zone
of the Yangtze River estuary. Error bars represent the
ranges of the salinity in each station during the
sampling period.
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Tab.1 Speciescomposition of fish larvae and juveniles collected from the surf zone of Yangtze River estuary
during July 2006 and June 2007

HRERFHEB AR

okt ARG KEMBL AARE I
4 Species Percentage in Range of body Developmental Ecological Month
numbers (%) length (mm) stage pattern
%} Elopidae
4% Elops saurus 0.10 10.8—33.9 C Ma 7—10,6
KifgtiEF} Megalopidae
Kifgtit Megalops cyprinoides 0.31 16.1—27.8 C Ma 7—10
8 H f1#} Chanidae
W H 4 Chanos chanos + 12.2 C Ma 8
fifF} Clupeidae
) Ilisha elongata 0.02 3.0—10.4 A Ma 8,6
BE#E Konosirus punctatus + 13.1 C Es
fiitFl Engraulidae
JIt5% Coilia nasus 82.63 3.9—51.0 A—D Di 7—10,6
HAME Engraulis japonicus + 8.7—13.1 C Ma 8,9
PR 5t Thrissa purava + 13.4 C Ma 8
#f%} Salangidae
LU B4 Neosalanx oligodontis 0.05 17.3—41.7 Cc—D Fr 7,12,1,3,4
KB 1 Neosalanx taihuensis 0.66 4.6—54.0 A—D Fr 7—12,1—6
AU Salanx ariakensis + 128.4 D Es 9
#f%} Salangidae sp. + 13.6 B Fr 11
i fifiF} Anguillidae
H A8 Anguilla japonica + 146.5 D Di 10
fill B} Cyprinidae
BT 4Aiii Acheilognathus taenianalis 0.01 8.6—47.7 C—D Fr 7,2,6
] Carassius auratus 0.20 5.6—45.4 C—D Fr 7—9,5,6
YAl Ctenopharyngodon idellus 0.01 22.4—399 D Fr 7—9
ZIEH1) Culter erythropterus 0.39 8.6—84.5 C—E Fr 7—11,2,5
4Ll Erythroculter mongolicus 0.03 28.2—41.8 C—D Fr 7,9,11,12,1,2
W4 Hemiculter bleekeri bleckeri 0.03 38.0—80.0 D—E Fr 8—10,12,1,2
% Hemiculter leucisculus leucisculus 1.53 6.0—73.6 B—D Fr 7—12,1—6
fili Parabramis pekinensis 0.02 14.7—86.7 C—D Fr 7,8,1,4
FEWEWAL Pseudolaubuca engraulis 1.08 6.6—74.4 C—D Fr 8—10,12,1,2
M Pseudorasbora parva 0.13 9.4—524 C—D Fr 7—10,12,1,2,4—6
B Pseudolaubuca sinensis 1.78 5.9—53.0 B—D Fr 7—11,6
8% Rhodeus sinensis 0.02 7.2—30.0 C—D Fr 8,9,5,6
I Saurogobio dabryi 0.03 7.3—12.3 C Fr 7—8,6
R4 Squalidus argentatus + 62.1—64.3 D Fr 12,1
L& Toxabramis swinhonis 1.34 6.5—82.2 C—E Fr 7,1,2,6
1 R Xenocypris davidi 0.04 6.3—9.5 B—C Fr 6
Wt & Pseudolaubuca sp. 0.05 8.0—16.3 C Fr 9,6
%4l W £} Acheilognathinae sp. + 7.4 C Fr 6
fill B} Cyprinidae spp. 0.11 7.1—21.8 B—C Fr 8—10,6
fiftF} Cobitidae
Velft Misgurnus anguillicaudatus + 120.0 D Fr 11
%} Bagridae
KA A Pelteobagrus eupogon + 57.4—70.3 D Fr 10
T Pelteobagrus fulvidraco 0.01 8.6—9.8 B Fr 6
TRl Oryziatidae
T Oryzias latipes latipes 0.01 7.6—18.5 B—C Fr 7,6

TEW AL Poeciliidae

(5 )
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(BLER)
Tk KA KT B et LA
% Species Percentage in ~ Range of body Developmental  Ecological Month
numbers (%) length (mm) stage pattern
B Gambusia affinis affinis 0.26 6.1—35.6 C—D Fr 7—12,3—6
fiiF} Hemiramphidae
[8] R Hyporhamphus intermedius 0.16 6.6—124.6 C—D Es 7,10,1,5
%R} Exocoetidae
RHEWE Hirundichthys oxycephalus + 57 C Ma 6
R} Syngnathidae
MBI Parasyngnathus penicillus 0.01 56.3—58.0 D Ma 9
RigHeta Syngnathus acus 0.01 56.2—72.3 D Ma 8
1 )8 Hippocampus sp. + 5.0 C Ma 6
fifi Bl Mugilidae
AR Liza carinata 0.03 51.8—101. D Es 12,1
it Liza haematocheila 0.29 14.8—90.2 C—D Es 7—11,1,4—6
fi§ Mugil cephalus 0.64 16.5—39.4 D Es 7—18,3—6
HffiF} Polynemidae
VUt Ey % Eleutheronema tetradactylum 0.28 8.4—67.4 Cc—D Es 7—10,6
fi5®} Serranidae
i [EAES Lateolabrax maculatus 0.04 13.8—42.1 c—D Di 8,4,5
i Siniperca chuatsi 0.55 4.0—10.5 A—C Fr 7,8,5,6
fiziF} Sillaginidae
/it Sillago japonica 0.01 11.0—18.4 C Ma 8
2 W Sillago sihama 0.02 11.0—18.2 C Ma 7
1 E %} Sciaenidae
WSLAER A Collichthys lucidus 0.01 53—6.8 A—B Ma 6
L%} Gerreidae
AR Gerreidae sp. 0.01 10.1—15.1 C Ma 8
I} Theraponidae
AR Terapon jarbua 0.01 12.4—15.9 C Es 8,9
48 %} Scatophagidae
4 Scatophagus argus + 13.0—31.1 D Es 7,8
i} Callionymidae
Fhiflt Repomucenus olidus 0.13 5.0—35.4 C—D Es 8—10,5
W%} Eleotridae
R I Eleotris oxycephala + 11.6 C—D Fr
Y ld) Hypseleotris swinhonis 0.02 10.5—42.3 Cc—D Fr 7,5
YR Gobiidae
KARGRUR 8 1 Acanthogobius elongata 0.01 8.3—50.2 D Es 6
B BTN I 4 Acanthogobius flavimanus 0.03 6.0—11.6 C Es 7,10
ERERNT 8 £ Acanthogobius luridus 0.09 10.0—58.8 c—D Es 7.8,11,12,2,3,6
BT AT & 111 Acanthogobius ommaturus 0.15 9.3—71.7 Cc—D Es 7,8,10,5,6
W AN RAR 5 £5. Acentrogobius pflaumii 3.12 53—I11.5 B—C Es 7—10,5,6
INELERURIE . Amblychaeturichthys hexanema + 52.4—57.5 D Es 6
TR AR UR R €4 Apocryptichthys sericus 0.01 12.8—14.1 C Es 8
R SR B 2 0. Mugilogobius abei 0.04 55377 Cc—D Es 7,8,6
i Bz R B £ Mugilogobius myxodermus 0.02 6.9—36.0 c—D Es 9,10,12,5
JRIEEFLURFE 8. Pseudogobius javanicus + 30.7 D Es 5
e VIR 44 Rhinogobius cliffordpopei 0.01 7.6—18.3 C—D Fr 9,6
FHEWIURFE G Rhinogobius giurinus 0.50 5.5—24.1 Cc—D Fr 7—9,5,6
FeURFE A Triaenopogon barbatus 0.03 14.1—16.5 D Es 7—9
LGRS Tridentiger trigonocephalus 1.28 5.7—47.6 C—D Es 7—9,5,6
IR pE 1%} Gobiidae sp. + 5.4 B Es 5

(5 )
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(& b3%)
Tk KA KEWTE et I
% Species Percentage in ~ Range of body Developmental  Ecological Month
numbers (%) length (mm) stage pattern

13RI R} Periophtalminae
Kt Boleophthalmus pectinirostris 0.07 12.6—69.4 C Es 7—10,2
P Periophthalmus modestus 1.34 6.4—67.2 c—D Es 7—11,4—6
HHR A Scartelaos histophorus 0.01 29.3—52.8 D Es 9,10

fig IR ;%46 W7} Taenioidinae
LR T AR IR 8 Odontamblyopus rubicundus 0.10 10.3—153.8 C—E Es 79,6
SR A Taenioides cirratus 0.01 9.9—13.0 C Es 79

##% 2} 4 7 Belontiidae
[54] & 2} #A Macropodus chinensis + 19.2—29.3 D Fr 7,9

fi; £} Channidae
5,14 Channa argus + 55.9 D Fr 7

fifi £} Platycephalidae
fiff Platycephalus indicus + 15.6 C Ma 5

figFl Soleidae
V)5 Cynoglossus abbreviatus 0.01 14.0—63.0 CcC—D Ma 5,6

fifi %} Tetraodontidae
MBE % 44l Takifugu bimaculatus + 57.2 D Es 10
WL 2 4l Takifugu fasciatus 0.01 33.4—43.9 D Di 8
5P 400 Takifugu ocellatus 0.10 115232 D Es 7,6

+:<0.01 KB Bt (Developmental stage); A:fi %S [l {1 £f1 (Preflexion larva); B: %5 I {1 ff(Flexion larva); C: J&25 il {147 fo(Postflexion larva);
D: Ffifi(Juvenile); E: %fA(Young fish). 4224524 (Ecological pattern): Ma: i1 (Marine fish); Es: i [1{%4:(Estuary fish); Fr: #%/K {4 (Freshwater

fish); Di: jllyfiE(Diadromous fish).

DSk &V 2 BB A SR M R R . XK
YLK R AR B ok 51 NG . Yang et
al (19900 7E-KIT M K FLI g4 W9 A rh i1 7 53
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35 FifFMEfa . KIT DI A RIESE T 40 B 73
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(2005) % 52 B LM IR 0 R BEIE 450 7 W B T 19
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LB SRR 2520 17 B 30 28, H AW
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G 38 (1 U 2 o A D A R T LAY RN R K A
T 7 B 23 P ARBFSONAEA T R R
LT 31 BH3L 84 Ry HEM R, RUSHFFTKIR. e
D5 R R ELAR TR, ASHIF 9 10 &5 S LR A 78 20 48
N T RIT W AP A A IR s R 2 R, Rk
WATAEAE £ & AN R IR . L Zhong et al
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LEAH [R) i 7 s b B A FE £ e M 2R Bl B R AT
—EFRARABLE, UE ] T B A HE R R 2R 2 A
AR A LA KA R £ ) TR i VR A DR 6 3 RAT 1 E
PE o AWFFUIR B AR FFi 5 Zhong et al(2005, 2007)
— B, e R D65, JLECE AR 82.63%(5R
D), EEZFELARL 90%LL o IR, R
DA e B F . A MERRETT, T
i L LD (Huang et al, 1989; Zhang et al,
2005) 0 AHFFTIR 28 ST 8 i f 1) 0% 5 R v
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PRI AT K IBAR & 3 (1) 70 85 A #0 UR 3F N g 2
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AT HE— DR
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