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Abstract: MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are a class of noncoding RNAs (20-24nt) that can post-transcriptionally regulate
the expression of protein coding genes in metazoans. Among them, miR-124a, which is preferentially expressed in the
brain, controls the neuronal differentiation in mammals. As miRNAs recognize sequences in the 3’ untranslated region
(UTR) of the target genes, during human origin, mutations located in the 3'UTRs of the target genes may lead to changes
in miRNA regulation. Through target gene prediction and comparative sequence analysis in representative mammalian
species, we identified a target gene (PLOD3) of miR-124a, which has a human-specific mutation in the 3'UTR target
sequence. Using the in vitro reporter gene system, we discovered that the human specific mutation in the target site of
PLOD3 leads to reduced interaction between miR-124a and PLOD3. This result implies that sequence changes located in
the 3'UTR segment of the target genes may have functional consequence and eventually contribute to the origin and
evolution of human cognition.
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(Zhang, 2003; Wang & Su, 2004; Wang et al, 2005).
[F) A UE i 2 B N 2K i 1 3 4 ] g R 2 R 3R
I APEAR AL I 45 B (King & Wilson, 1975; Hughes,
2007) TR A5 HE N RS8P (1) 1
RV — 2 W NEAEANR KL A
Wkt BRI 22 SR Aoy AR 2 K LR RS
microRNAs (ERFRYE miRNAs) £+ JLFK
RILE—K NN RNA 7> T(Lee et al, 1993;
Reinhart et al, 2000). ‘&%) 20—24 fifdk, | ZHb
TEAET YN T . e8P, miRNAs JEKR 5
WL 5 A (pri-miRNAs)7EA% N H Rnase 111 Drosha
fifg b BR S R K20 70 BB (K A AT 25 ER SR I
miRNAs Fijf&(Pre-miRNAs), 1f] pre-miRNAs 7EA% i
RS 1 Exportin-5 FE BN #is 341
Ak, 2 )5 5 H MU RNaselll Dicer BgHE4T AL, M
Y JE A 3 miRNAs. A K) miRNAs 5
miRNP #% & A EE EW 45, Eid5 mRNA 1 3
i A H AR SIEE mRNAs, M Y5 80 55 DR 1)
ik (Bartel, 2004). 5 miRNAs 555047 5 () B AME
FE AR (5E4x B AREGH 2> B AR ), miRNAs A LLid
IEFR A BT mRNA BCE T mRNA 53K
R R 1) 2218 (Wightman et al, 1993; Bartel, 2004;
Yekta et al, 2004; Limetal, 2005). HHETHIBI91E
B miRNAs 7EM G IR A 4l 401t
AR AT A e A R, #2455

¥ 1F F (Ambros, 2003 ; Carrington & Ambros; 2003;

Xu et al, 2003; Johnson et al, 2005). TR, JL
ANANTF] AT 5T /0N A P o 9 £ D7 95 93 8 K K T
RILH) miRNAs, I A DA R miRNAs ()25 7
KGR A I R A7 W2 (AR 4K, IX I 7R miRNAs 1]
e 5 K1) &k B 15 (Lagos-Quintana et al, 2002;
Dostie et al, 2003 ; Krichevsky et al, 2003). Berezikov
et al (2006)F 1/ RNA S 1) 77 0 L i AR
PR ORI ZIA K miRNAs, AT AILRIEFIA
I SRAHLE, WAAAE AR5 1) miRNAs, X4 R
%7~ miRNAs 1] 5825 AR kAL .

miR-124a J&—AMEKRN LR IL ) miRNA,
10 K (1) fil 28 AR o B vh 3Rk B ORI B2 B T
(Krichevsky et al, 2003). 57 miR-124a 1] LA
i JE o 8 I A A I [ 4 28 6 43 46 (Conaco et al,
2006). IXEegE LR miR-124a 76 KM K & 4
TORMEIREENIMER . Lim et al (2005)1HF 5045
KW, 1 Hela 400 id 8K miR-124a 7] LUEEL
BN ) Feik s A AEYE BT BN oy

B, KA R IR E AR & AV AENY miR-124a 11
BEAT A, FF HAX SR KA 2R R IA 1. X3
7~ miR-124a T RELEAR N AENE T 1% LeIE DA (1) &
Ko FTLL, WIER miR-124a 5 IHEEELA i
ENRBE T R A T 24k, AT RES I AN RN
HEb. 5 K40 ) miRNAs —Ff, miR-124a
ZaoR I e o S YN S N [ S N < B
miR-124a A K AEATAT SR (Kim, 2005). Fk, 4
BF 0 8 B G v LI R ) A o 1 R A N
SRS, ITAT fig 3 BUAS R R AR I R 3Rk
KV ES, H—DolRRMARN. EHEDE
SRR T, BATTHT T miR-124a f)—AMHEIE IR
PLOD3. /r#r&s%m, PLOD3 BN MAFAEN
RS RI5RAR . HE— D IAARANSZIGAEIE , AT AT 5
Az ] 53 miR-124a %F PLOD3 45 8 PR

1 #RFITTE

1.1 BAUSRALXFERTERMNIHK

A Miranda 300 Lim #2381 R %
miR-124a I #1522 5 90 A7 00 B 1) B A7
(Enright et al, 2003; Lim et al, 2005). X} 3 K [
3'UTR J¥%1| )\ Ensemble 1] Biomart 1 4% . miranda
M JLANZSHBEE N score 80, energy-17, shuffle.
FIH UCSC Py A2 DRV LT SC A, K FTn 281 1)
Y DA RAee ey Iy N iy AN W I [ B SPS AR =
() 9058 DX S5l A DR R PP B EAT LOXS S e i B AT
B N S G AR AT R (1) R R i B TR
1.2 RARMIREERZARLE

FIFH PCR J7 VA S8 108 DR PR A R0 BB (1)
3'UTR J#41) ¥4I & CHSY1: 1383bp; PLOD3:
298bp). HIMFH 4 K : CHSY1: TTAAGATCTACT-
CCTTTAAGATTGAGC/GTATCTAGATGGCAAGT
CTATCACTGTTT; PLOD3: CACAGATCTACTCT-
GCCAAACCTGCCC/CTTTCTAGATGTCCTTTATT
CAGAGTGAGG. 1En51¥)7 0 Bglll (AGATCT)
U7 R 3 AR BE, Sl IS I Xbal

(TCTAGA) BN A 3 MGl . § B4

15T DNA glifbilF) &aife, aifh =% iEtiT Bolll
1 Xboal XUEEY). 2ith )5 R r=Wi% 4 pCS—
Firefly 2é)eR &3k, 4 CEdn, Fibzas
M IFERIR . PRI e BEdEAT PCR AP %58 o B
PEvEREH QlAgen /i TR A F 17 G fliH2 Jirk LA
G,
1.3 miRNA BLZFER



41 o OBREF: PLOD3 JEIR 3" X (1 NS 57 5848 10 4% miR-124a XF PLOD3 (¥ 4% 365

BATTARYE 2 miR-124a ()75 %+ miR-124a
XE(Lim et al, 2005), ) b 3004 BR A A
VT et R U2 miR-124a XUBEM IE BE 53
(R B 3 0 46 & R B L 3G, X AR A RE AR E
miR-124a MHEE #MEDEN RISC &5k HEAEH
(Schwarz et al, 2003). XJHi/N RNA J& fH 2 m] f
(R0 6 DR TR B 52 ) /)y RNA.
miR-124a WUk -

UAAGGCACGCGGUGAAUGCCA/GCAUUC
ACCGCGUGCCUUAAU
X /N RNA SUEE :

UUCUCCGAACGU GUCACG UTT/ACGUG-
ACACGUUCGGAGAATT
1.4 YHAELESE R AARRGE

WEH 293T 40 R AT R 5% S 40 M e L 556
MMBT TR T 10%002- 1035 (FBS) 6 ks
# (DMEM) 1, JF£1E 5% CO, LK 37°CREF-46
R g%

i M KA R AP I T AT R Y o B e — RN 4
MAEACT 24 fLARD, 6140 % FEAE 30% —40%
Todi o B YL MO B IR B 70% — 80% . A
lipofectamine 2000 1% 71) #3144 FE L 15 B BT 4 e o
iS22, A1 54 miR-124a, 5% N 3'UTR
I¥] Firefly JUFi Al pTK-Renilla (Promega) i fi A 4% 41
i & . BEFL% siRNA 20umoL, Firefly ik 100ng,
Renilla 200ng AT G . RG22 /i 3 Ik
G-

1.5 ZAREYSER R XUk S = Bl E T AR

YL M5 36 —48h WA . i T
Promega A F] FRIRU2 ' 35 i A Ml 7 G b A T X
Kl . Firefly f0)%% Y6152 5001 Renilla F%¢ 6 801 EE

miR-124a 3’ ABCGUAAGUBGCGCACGGAAU 5°

l:: _

CHSYL 5" AGGTGATCAGIGTTTGCCTTT 3’

A AGANBGTGATCAGTGTTTGCCTTTGAACA
A AGAATGTGATCAATGTTTGCCTTTGAACA

Bl AGAARGTGATCAATGTTTGCCTTTGAACA
/N AMANBGTGATCASTGTTTGCCTTTGAACA
i) AMATRGTGATCAATGTTTGCCTTCGAACA

miR-124a

LY Nl

(AR B 28 9 Z M A
2 FERFTIR

] Miranda #/F(Enright et al, 2003), A
TE] 6 ANFIE TSRS miR-124a [FHLAL
o R H o I A AN JE R (CHS Y 1 A
PLOD3) LN s 5 A N KRR R 5 (B 1. i
DAFRAT PRI N SE R AT 5 B2 S50 0 BT . 1 %%
BATH R R G %E CHSY 1 A PLOD3 J& 15
J& miR-124a [ ELIZHEILLE R PN LK) 3'UTR
NGO CEM IR 530 miR-124a L [r) 4 4L
293T 4 e & - TS5 R B 5 miR-124a JL4EHT,
& PLOD3 JE[K 3"'UTR F9¢ 't 22 B AT X 26 1A 7
PERZ LT 50 siRNA - FLL N 58 ' 2 AR
KFRIETETE (P=0.001, t4356). {H CHSY1 &)
ANEFEP=0.1,t K560 (B 2). 45 %1, PLOD3
J& miR-124a [F¥EFEA

h T HEIER] PLOD3 47 5 I\
SEAFAT. AT BENS LI miR-124a % O REER
TATE AF A PLOD3 B 3'UTR 43 73
P E MR 4305 miR-124a JiFE, T
I, PURAER 26t RGN CHSY1 2150
miR-124a [ ECSZHREEL RN, FeAT ] R T8 A
3'UTR M2 JC MR, T HERR R N2 e 58
AR 1S miR-124a 2525 7 X% N CHSY 1 2K 13k
WEER T RErE . FAT D6 ARIESERE CHSY 2
A/ 3'UTR 8T 7 5 PLOD3 JEPKAH[REI AL 2, 4%
Yegb WRH] . X PLOD3 2[4, &A A 3'UTR 1)
e E WA N R IAVETEH B TA A AR 3'UTR
PN B AI X Lk i (B 3). X & W] miR-124a
X NFIEAERE PLOD3 R IR AN R o T XS

3’ ACGCGUAAGUGGCGCACGGAAU 5’

PLOD3 5" GTECATGTTCCGCGTGCCTGA 3’

A TGAGTICATGTTCCGCGTGCCTGAACTGA
TGAGTGCATGTTCCGCGTGCCTGAACTGA
B TGAGTGCATGTTCCGTGTGCCTGGACTGA
IR TGAGCGGATGTTCAGTGTGCCTGGGACTG

Ay CGAG-=-AGTGTCTGTGTGCCTGGGATGG

Kl 1 CHSY1 A1 PLOD3 J&[K H T HEfK) miR-124a BEAL il DXIRAN R Ff 1) LL AR
Fig. 1 Alignment of the potential miR-124a target site regions in PLOD3 and CHSY 1 genes among representative

mammalian species

N5 5225 78 B A H B 5245 B (the human specific mutations are highlighted).
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Kl 2 miR-124a n] 25401547 A PLOD3 J£[H 3'UTR )
et R (1 15 (P=0.001, t K56, i % 457 CHSY1
HEDA 3'UTR (R4 35 FE D A3 U AT & (P=0.1,
L)
Fig.2 miR-124a repressed the expression of the reporter
gene bearing the 3'UTR of PLOD3 (P=0.001, t test)
but not CHSY1 (P=0.1, t test)
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the inhibitory effect of miR-124a on
the expression of the reporter genes bearing the
3'UTR segment from human or chimpanzee PLOD3
(A) and CHSY 1(B) genes

*, FEmRd (P=0.001, t {5,
Asterisk denotes significant difference (P=0.001, t test).

T CHSY!1 FE[H, NFIEAERE AN D¢ 6 2 B TR 1)
AFGE ARG P B W W DX () 3D 25 B iTHI Y
IR (B 2), FATIAA CHSY 1 AN miR-124a
FLIEMSEIEE (B 2). 7E PLOD3 JEK [HEAT 55 A,
MEBFPEFI N A G B T (548, it fie
£ 55 miR-124a 255 H 10 CG 455781 T CU g5
& (B D, LT miR-124a 5#U7 S 1454

FesEtk, SEMPAK T miR-124a KFEDR R IA (K401
YER, PRI & 43 N 3"UTR 98 A ) 218 T v
T A AR 3'UTR %806 25 B AN R IA TG PE
MAE CHSY 1 R SR A1 b BARTT AN AR S 58
B, — AT B G R, 35Kk CU 454
BT CG 4t MM A B G IR, 1ifg
JEK GA 45548/ T GG 454 (& 1). {HZTRA
()52 I 45 B4 B miR-124a %) CHSY 1 &A% H
PWEEAER, /23 CHSY1 JEAJE miR-124a (K F
SRR DR o AT T TN (1) ATt AN TSI [P A
R PTUARIME A AR R (0 58 A8 A 2y S I T
PEHIECAR . Lim et al (2005) 657 26 1 miR-124a %}
CHSY1 HRIEHMEAERH, XnRe&H A CHSY1
& miR-124a ¥ERLA K — /N R UF3EE, miR-124a 18
L R P I DR () R IR 1M R CHSY 1 Rk .

PLOD3, tFRA LH3, s 23 b B —
AN SRR Z —, RERS AL R B 1 P R 2 TR Tk S
AT Sk BAh, WU PLOD3 it H A7 5L
BEFR I 28 B A S R W v 1, BB A A 2 W 2 )
Jig JEU A 1 e FLRE FR M e a2 1. F kRl 4
PLOD3 X I J5U8 1 15 1 S A AT 25 Al L1
¥ Hl(Heikkinen et al, 1994; Valtavaara et al, 1998).
WRIEE 1535 T AR A B R 8 20 S fe s Al B
BRI SRR e A0 M, (kA TR ) A A B T
TS, AT IR R IR R 2 1 RE S EL B N R
P B BN 2 PR M LA, AT — RV B 1A 1)
fR1k(Shrivastava et al, 1997; Vogel et al, 1997).
ViK% 5 R 5 B 1 A BORME i 2 1, PLOD3 1)
P2 57X R PLOD3 & AN 2 Rk
LR, FEARN 534 (Valtavaara et al, 1998;
Mercer et al, 2003). Jif7 7258 145 K%K ] PLOD3
FERM 2 S V2 AR 11, JEIEAE K iz J2 A
ik B (Visel et al, 2004). {HAF57E A,
miR-124a 04 M %2 2 75 K i Je )25 ik . 1IX KW
miR-124a 75 A P i 5545 PLOD3 [13R1A

AR PLOD3 {5 K& & el A2 o (1) Dy e A4
B — DI IRATMZ LRI PLOD3 147
RE—AN NFE R 582 BB {1 miR-124a X} PLOD3
FER )RR IR R AEAR . %R RN
AT e NSO A e A e . Ak, fE
PLOD3 LRI #EA 3'UTR 41, A5 AR AH
b BT = ANTRARAT o TR FRAT 19 AT AT A
M 5EAR, BT AN RESE A HERR R0k 2 S0 T2
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PN GEARAT S B R AT e, RV B IR AT
REPEIR /N, DA% PLODS3 () 3'UTR H&H A
TOOM PRI SEAT 5, T o5 A AN SEAR AT SASTE ST )
Xo BbAh, RN RIS B R A T A DL
T S T A e K [ 8 A v TR R — 2D I AR R
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