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Abstract: In vertebrates, Py-crystallins are mainly expressed in the lens as structural protein, a lot of non-lens
By-crystallins were also discovered in microbes and mammals, such as Protein S and Absent in Melanoma 1, which act as
microbial stress-inducible protective protein in bacterial, participate in epidermis development and has tumor suppression
function in mammals, respectively. However, little is known about the biochemical properties, functions and action
mechanisms of these non-lens By-crystallins in vertebrates. In this paper, we mainly review the research progression of

non-lens By-crystallins in the protein structure, gene evolution and biological function.
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s AR AR 1 B 5L (Mormer,  1893) &K I8 T4 MESh
YIRS s R o ARk RS E e, HE
a2 IR ER R A ST 1 30%—35%, M 444
p R o ARSI, AR R 1 RERE TR N
e BIANEL E EM EE PR ERR R, AT
SRR I RIS R . IR B IX — KR
ARG 43 12 (%) BRI 45 o ST (R A R
REEESA av By y iRAE =S, 2Rk
HEB R E AR DK (Graw, 1997;
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VR 3 FIBLHI AN T 58 B A1 4 AN 4 (Zhang et
al, 2005). BHHEMROITURAWRRN, EAHESIY
R IR 3K bR A oo R I T 5 A i A e e R A
KM SRR EE A, 1 2 AR K 2 HUS 2R
TENH ) S-crystallin, 4 74 70 AT £E ek FNRE 1
fi) p-crystallin. IXSER a4y 1) diR AR s BT, —
AT A B g M R R AE T (Wistow &
Piatigorsky, 1988; Wistow, 1993; Bloemendal et al,
2004).

HETHTIER ], 7RI R R AR 2 St A U 214
av Byoy ZREPRIEEA KRS ERIRE a-diik
WA E TR R, AN T
16, BAHRBOTERGTE, 25 y-iRkE a4k
RO, SR R G D RE ST RAT W A AH OG 1
(Ganea, 2001; Narberhaus, 2002; Reddy et al, 2006).
EARAE By- SRR AR B v 25 L Bh )
H A 1 3E (Wistow & Piatigorsky, 1988; Bhat, 2004),
A0, 55 3 ) SRR Y R S B 1 A HE S b ) AR
PRAK By-diR KRS 1, B4 Protein S(Nelson &
Zusman, 1983), Spherulin 3a (Nelson & Zusman,
1983; Rosinke et al, 1997), K ¥ F PO Ji iy
Tetrahymena thermophila [1)#%12 & [ Cargo proteins
(Haddad et al, 2002), %404k %— 851 (epidermis
differentiation-specific proteins, EP37)(Takabatake et
al, 1992; Wistow et al, 1995; Ogawa et al, 1997), K5
TP B IR WA 7y B AR B B AR SR AR By- IR 1A
HAES =M T EEY(By-CAT)H] o WL FL)
Yyrb ) B8 258 B 2k £ M (absent in melanoma 1,
AIM1)(Ray et al, 1997; Teichmann et al, 1998). 4
EP37 H AN AIM1 HE K2 5538 Je K i At g 4 il
BN Ry o — A9 A 1A b 988 40 761 Bk K] (Ogawa et al,
1997; Ogawa et al, 1998;Ray et al, 1997; Teichmann
etal, 1998). fHIE, Xt FAFHESIYH AR AR 1A By-
R R EE A AR, AR BRI BERN 4374 LA
TRV D o ASCES H RPN AR RRIRIE By- SRR R
FIR S5, LD ISR AEY) 2 DR I AH SCRIETE, A
AR AR By-detR At B ORI FTE R HEAT R A 2
1 HE&EMIRR py-RR A E R KRR S FnE

& #2ilR

AERRIRAAR By- dd bR AR 5 £ 1 Bl AR SR AR ]
MBI 1) v 25 T L 30 0 (B ) #8 A A SR
T8, RS AT 73 Sy B AR RS AN 22 4 i A )

KU o A IR S0 AR RV TR AR ARAA By-
AR /NENE S I ER S O SR N PRI e e S
PE 41 B (Myxococcus xanthus) ] fll 7 & — & H
Protein S (Inouye et al, 1979; Nelson & Zusman,
1983); #H# Physarum polycephalum f{)ZEi0 JE i &
[l Spherulin 3a (Bernier et al, 1987; Wistow, 1990;
1999); 4f Methanosarcina
acetivorans ) M-crystallin (Barnwal et al, 2006); 4l
Streptomyces  nigrescens TK-23 [] SMPI
(streptomyces metalloproteinase inhibitor)(Ohno et al,
1998); M IEANFE K 779 Streptomyces F-287 _[if
oy 3 19 B M & 1 SKLP(streptomyces  killer
toxin-like protein)(Ohki et al, 2001);  Williopsis
mrakii [BE) WmKT (killer toxin from the yeast
Williopsis mrakii) (Antuch et al, 1996). H RijFRi& 1)
Z MDA ARIRER By-de IR A A SRIE
T VE I 45 5 W) Geodia cydonium ¥ Geodin
(Giancola et al, 2005); 71 F AR G LI F0 Rl A
Bk 2L, B R M bR R Rk
(epidermis-specific protein, EP37)% ¢ 74k 8 4 K Ik
HH, (U5 EP37. EP37A1 fil EP37A2. EP37LI.
GEP(gastric epithelial cell protein)(Takabatake et al,
1992; Wistow et al, 1995; Ogawa et al, 1997;0gawa et
al, 1998); M1 [E 4 5 i DX REAT P B0 K EE AL s
B3 vy 4y s 4445 21 (1) By-CAT (By-crystallin
and trefoil factor complex)) o V. (Liu et al, 2008);
Sk U T W 3L 3 P 1) B (4 3R 98 R 2k B (absent in
melanoma 1, AIMI1) (Ray et al, 1997).

AERRIRAE By-AleR AR 8 AR SR R S0 B
WA RKIL, FoRX—FKREA R Z . e
FILER 73 HT ], ARERAE By-deiRiA R & A
—ANEE 2 By-ARIRAR G, REASE R R
A B EH AR A4 (Greek key motifs)ZH %, — AN il
PIRCASAR th KR 2T 40 DN EILIRIRIEA B, 54T 4 1 -
oE (1), JCE R T A4
% :(LIVMFYWA)-x-(DEHRKSTP)-(Y)-
(DEQHKY)-x(3)-(FY)-x-G-x(4)-(LIVMFCST)(Bloe
mendal et al, 2004). PiNg5 R3] H— Bk TR A
B, JFRA AR C-oRis AT RS
XIFR, BERGTE e — R ISR ) 2 AR TE 2.
src R AR B T B AT ) B2 2% A ) = RN DY 2R &
FRPAE 5 HAE R IR IR SRR RO 33 W1 A i
I R B i 25 D) A1 5% (Slingsby et al, 1997)(K 1). HE

Kretschmar et al,
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ArcRAA By- iR B 1 M I b 2 TR R — 4741 |
AHBLEEARMG, R AT 4EH5 7 IS P R4 (Greece motif)
SER T LA R IEIR AT AR OR ST o PR HE L AH
SERE DR AT B8 TE I DR P S ) S RN A He, AR AL
MKl 2)(Clout et al, 2001).

2 JEEIRIK py-R IR IR E B RIThRE

MY = 5 LB, ORI T HE SR AR
By-rm IR A& H5 1 (Wistow & Piatigorsky, 1988; Bhat,
2004), FLAE A YRR 1 N 2 U HES P 1)
AEdRAA By- i RAR T o ANFRIE R SRR By-
R LA 22 2 R AR Dife
2.1 [FEEMHEEERRER py-RRAER

EheNAER

H TR U AP b I AR SRR By-dentR A4
15 Protein S\ Spherulin 3a. SMPI f1 SKLP. #iff

7

B —

2 Greek key motifs

Il

2 P-shects

(a) 1 By-crystallin domain

Fig. 1

FER BB AR B B BRI 1 i 3
PR RN R, A ST RERF A R R
g R 22 PG 9 P B BORG BK B (Myxococceus
xanthus) 7> W (112 5 #F TE BT dit bR A4 By - A bR A
W iProtein S, H 173 NaJERR41, RA 0
AN I B R ASEAA T J2 P A 1 %o R 1) By - et DR A 55 44
(K 3D), 4rF = A 19kDa(Inouye et al, 1979;
Nelson & Zusman, 1983). 7F 5% (R BR B A 11 SE 44
(1) 5 (3—6h), Protein SLAR VAR (A I N A 1
B EREMANEF; 7F 24h, Protein ST
JE A B B KA, TR A S R 15%. 1F
TSR R (15—18h), Protein Sl #5410 fitd it
S 4y Wb ok . fECa? FIMg> fEE IS LT,
Protein SFI#¢ 5 FMAFMEAZEY, HimA&IE
Mmoo 2 B E(72h)
(Nelson & Zusman, 1983). fEJEH T,

(X

Monomeric y-crystallin

(b) Dimcric fB2-crystallin

Bl By-dwlRE R F K 2> T RUA S

The modular structure of the By-crystallins

() BN Py-do RIS A A ENEE S A IS SRR AL AR, A By- e tRAR S T3 B- 1 )2 R 3 Rl EE R R S R 2544
(b) EH By-FrtR ARG IR IR ER AR A B (51 B Bloemendal et al, 2004).

(a) Each By-crystallin domain is made from two linear sequencerelated Greek key motifs that intercalate on folding to form two b-sheets.

(b) All lens By-crystallins comprise two domains (cited from Bloemendal et al, 2004).
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a Single Greek key

Single domain

monomer dimer

Two-domain

monomer

Two-domain
homo-or
heteroimer

oligomer

m nature

Does not occur in

WmKT Spherulin 3a

vB-,yS-Crystallin

Protein S

pB2-Crystallin

B2 S 2R K By- iR AR S5 MR B PSSk )2 (51 B

Jaenicke & Slingsby, 2001)

Fig. 2 Hierarchy of proteins with the By-crystallin fold as multiples of Greek-key motifs (cited from

Jaenicke & Slingsby, 2001)

(a) 1 Greek key with 4 B-strands. (b) 2 intercalating Greek keys form a single domain with two B-sheets.

(c) 4 Greek keys form a two-domain monomer. (d) 2 X 2-domain monomer domain swaps to form a dimer.

Protein S BB 45545 & 1 a1l I SERALAER . TRk
ZRAEEEY, EARERMARTERE JZK5E, If
REMS A 7R Z IR A FAE T, AR B kil
BRTRFE I I () IR ES 45 11 (Bagby et al, 1994).

Yersinia JF i RAK By-dietR AR S (ks T U HB
JR A% FG 1R (Yersinia pestis, AT BRI R 2% K e,
ek PRAEE 22 [CHIPE R, BAT A By-crystallins w5 fE
VR 458, 5455 Protein S Fll Spherulin 3a #H1EL
A 45 A 1 . Yersinia SRS (A (045 45 A3 b
SXoF BT B 7% AR B AT 10 Ak A 0 R G i B AT i A
FH(Jobby & Sharma, 2005).

Spherulin 3a & £ 3k ZkJf0 ¥ (Physarum polycep-
halum, HE®H, HE)E)ES ST IME T TR
FE J AR AR I 2R S5 1 I 2 1 5T (Wistow 1990)
Spherulin 3a H 103 P2 LR H K, HEH A By-
iR L SR IER(&] 3B), BEMSTE RV — SR AR
VY 2 {& (Jaenicke & Slingsby, 2001), X it 4 il
Spherulin 3a 7 By-dictR RS B FBAHC AR,
/8 T By-crystallins 8 55 A 16 i 4AEC J50RT ] BE S
LRI @A 3t #2(Rosinke et al, 1997).
Spherulin 3a 7EfL KRR IE, BAE5 145505

PE, B GEE RS, B, HEN By-i
R EEEN DS NN EEA, SR
FIF1E F (Rosinke et al, 1997; Kretschmar et al,
1999; Clout et al, 2001).

SMPI(streptomyces metalloproteinase inhibitor)
JE MBERF R (Streptomyces nigrescens TK-23) 4y
EAF RN AR SRR By- i RAR R E FUBL( 3A),
H1 102 N SEMRALN, BAT 2 % s, Sam4
By- it KA & #4458 (Ohno et al, 1998). SMPI Jy—2:4>
J& B, BE L MEMIH] Gluzinein FK
< Jm B Mg, Ry S MR A < R R E
Thermolysin [J7% % (Ohno et al, 1998).

SKLP (streptomyces killer toxin-like protein, %
BRI A TR D J2 ABEES 1R (Streptomyces sp.
F-287)h 7> A B R &S A Py- iR A4 S5 F 5K
HIAR AR By- @S RAK TR 1, X H 25 W RE AN 7 2419
RERAT AGIVER, (H)& SKLP ANAefs 4 &85 & T

(Ohki et al, 2001).
22 REEZEDDPRERRK pr-BIRAEEF—
—EREMZIEEER

RAEEAZ Y CAHGE AR SRR By-diik
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R E 0 WmKT. Igrl 1 Gery, X EE9E SR A4k By-
pes DR AR E A 0 H AT 187 51K 2 D e AR I IR AfETE

WmKT 1% R} E bk (Williopsis mrakii) 7 i 21 41
JHU RS 5 1) Killer toxin,  HEMSF0 I Ho At 1R B B ik
AR AR R By- @R A B 1 (Antuch et al,
1996). WmKT ffi 88 M ILMIFEA K, 7> 124
9.5kDa, ZEHISA 9.1 & H AT HIANAS I B R A
M, R By- bR G M 5T oA S 4
T(El 3C). WmKT fefg il B-HisRBE G, M
A U RO I R BT 1 40 B . WKCT PRI e 1
WoR, {EpH 2.0—11.0, ¥JE 100°CALEE 10 min )
M, R IRFREE

1zHi 8 A Igrl(induced during granule regenera-
tion) /& M IE Y ik t (Tetrahymena thermophila, Ji
BT, TRy BB AR SRR By-di IR AR
5 A Jfi(Haddad et al, 2002). U5 de 40 i K01 A
BT AEAE /R ARG s, I IS IS IR 3 5
A% 07N (dense core granules, DCG)H & 4, it

A

R PR 0 Pt P T 40 A PR . gl AERE A
DU B e P 3508 A OIS B R B ke, AR R as
W B Z L/ NS . Tgrl ST C-R
BA By-e R 1 45 M 2R B S5 e, B =5 1)
R HIABEEARAG, AT A% R 45 DX 1) G
FAERRAN By-de AR A3

Gery & MNIRAREE TG B HES ) 2 ALEW 1T
TFHHEER N (Geodia cydonium)H v A AR SR A
By-m R A 82 1 (Kraskor et al, 1997), JLIEH AR
W, T I AR 163 DN SE IR R SE A 1,
BAWA SRR E QS50 FAIHRT R Gery
SHMHESP P By-dteRAR S A HATIR & R 514
RS, Xk P SRS S ALY ) By-
s PR AR AR 1 DA A [R) R)AH S 23 A T R 1) A i
(Di Maro et al, 2002).
2.3 BWEEFRIEEREK py-RRAER—AF

ERAMEEMNEEER

H T PRSI R B AR AR A By- R AA

B3 ARARIR AR By- AR AR ER B S A DU 2 45 4
Fig. 3 Tertiary structures of proteins in the fy-crystallin superfamily
(A) SMPI; (B) Spherulin 3a; (C) yeast killer toxin (WmKT); (D) Protein S ffJ N i [X 15 (5] H Ohki et al, 2001).
N-terminal domain of SMPI (1BHU) (A), spherulin 3a (1A4G) (B), yeast killer toxin (WmKT) (C) and protein S (1PRR) (D) (cited from Ohki et al, 2001).
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Bl 4 PREAZUREIE T AIML 1 By-BEUR I 45 R BN
Fig. 4 Modeling structure of the AIM1 By-motifs
A FI B B A FREUREE T AIML PRAR LS MY, C O B A FRER A T AIMIL R =4 4589(51 F Ray et al, 1997).
A and B schematics of pseudo-threefold AIM1 structures, C: A conceptual illustration of the pseudo-threefold structure (cited from Ray et al, 1997).

WA EP37 FE FIAEESAIRAE By diRiE R A S
=MRHETFEAEEY.

XA R YEE (4 EP37(epidermis-specific
protein, fu4% EP37. EP37A1 F1 EP37A2. EP37L1.
GEP)& w5 A HESh ) b — 20 B AR A& By- i
WAEEE, EPIWSI IR IG & & e 5 KA
(Takabatake et al, 1992; Ogawa et al, 1997). i u1LA
H Al (Japanese newt, Cynops pyrrhogaster) 44X,

xR, hHUHRIARZSET, BP37 L1/L2 437 T35 % 41 iy
MBI L, HEI 2 5 YR gl f R SE B . FEARAS R
MR YT, EP37 A1/A2 Fik oA T Rz R4,
U3 Ao J5 PR 3 2k ) e AR ML B Ik A7 B 3 AT 1
ARAY e TiORS P 2 A T PR 1) 3 Y. (Wistow et al,
1995; Mikhailov et al, 1997; Ogawa et al, 1997). GEP
oy ARAE R AN 1Y EP3T [RIYEY, 4y T 39
kDa, I N-iig A5 4 A By-crystallin F4ALE Ry, 7E
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SR Hr,  FIA 3 AT T2 RS R i 11085 s P
THIRR S SRR IR AA - HE B AT O I 50 T R
A ZEATIAE T, PR3 T A I R ) P B B 4 R0 1 A4
1k (Ogawa et al, 1998). GEP [1] C-¥ifi [X 3l Al 5 2= 4=
# B4 (Bacillus thringiensis subsp. Thompsoni) H 1]
crystal 4% [1(80—290) X 3 B A7 — & FIAHRAME:, 1%
ESRCR N JTARE S I N N e SR TR
FITE ARG, $27R% GEP Al At HAG XU Zhfg . A
I, EP37 fE ARSI iR & H (0 )2 40 A FIAE IR
FiE BT, R F I E ARG
MR RFE AL R o4k, A IR 4 B A
A

Ry d IR A EE D S =R FEOES
YJ(non-lens Py-crystallin and trefoil factor complex,
By-CAT) Ay MK BE4% i (Bombina maxima) 57 ik 7 ik
Wb o B Al ) — AN 2B R AR 53 15k 72kDalt)
EFEAEAEY (Liu et al, 2008). Py-CATHja- V)& T
Ak IR A By d R AR B K%, 5 R R (Cynops
pyrrhogaster) 3 H 3 FIEP37 AU 8 (A 5590
B HE A AIML BATIR S PSR . By-CATIH)
o-WHEAE— 741 BB o 4 N-gi & A A
By B IR AR S5 R IR (55 1—170 NEILRIRIL), 5
EP37L1 FIAIM1 BA RS 1P SUAHLRE s C-aiig &
(35 173—287 2K 5% ) 5 41 B (Clostridium
perfringens) >k & 1) £L 18 2 1k 55 H B 22 ETX(epsilon
toxin) o FLAE B B A (45 118—209 AN I Rk Ak )
T FEAA G5 R By-CATIHIB-WHE &4 3 A=
KF g5 b s, At S B —caE, 5 NUE =
FhTFF2 MIhTFF3 H AR m W AHRLE (Liu et al,
2008). PBy-CAT HHo- WP HEHIB- VI Lo, (1) 43 1 B X
I AR g

S 2k AR, By-CAT HA R A2 FEn A2
Difig: By-CAT ¥ o WAEH &4 8174 (¥) GTP/ATPase
AR ST 45 KR4 Walker A Fil Walker B, £E /R4 SZ56
& Z K F] By-CAT HA ATPase Fil GTPase /K filt
EEEERRZ R (GTP/ATP) 4547%1E, wlhel—
KRG ) ATPase Al GTPase [(He et al,
2008a). By-CAT Reig 18 i L8 Bt H A N £1 40
J B LA 2.0 nm (K FLIE, A 20 40 i A 4
T AR 5 AR B E R AR TS I (Liu et al,
2008a). FLTRIBINEE By-CAT AbERLT 40|
R EAR AL, AL AR R E I Bik,
DB 21 A0 R 1T ) A OBIOIR S8 56, 5 23 I ik

0 P 11 11 21 P e IR 5 e 11 1) 40 o
ML 21 8 (A (Liu et al, 2008b). By-CAT A5 21 4 ffa fist
R LIRSS ClnBHE R BEAR. WEEIRSE) FIpE
Koy CQrvyLus, s 4G, foRnhes
ZLAN MBS B R RN H 32 46455 . Western blotting
IIHTRW, By-CAT 18 o-VHE 80 76 21 40 M B 5 2R
TERY T HK T 240 kDa (K9 T3 58K (Liu et al,
2008a). 78 NS ik Py % 40 i (HUVECSs)H , By-CAT
Aefig Ml Py 4B, o WHEA B WHS 5K
2y 150kDa &2 #MEMWE SRS TE2 59,
DAY 4K 1 7 3040 M b 2 4 s 31 40 A% v i
YRR AL, AT U T 4 M 2R BORES,
W MIT R . Wivk . AERKA T (He et al, 2008a).
By-CAT 7E i JBE /R /K ~F-(50 pmol/L) L A5 £ HUVEC
BG5S 15 1 (Liu et al, 2008a). Py-CAT 7EAR4M4H
EE IR KV BRAE AR 0 2 P I Rg 44t e, 0 st e g 4 i A=
N 5 ol Jea 40 o it 7% AT T (He et al, 2008b).
By-CAT CZNJEEIRIK) M Py B A 1 175 3 B A (1)
G I 2 B k= A PO T RS AR, #E By-CAT(25
nmol/L) Ak 34 [¥ = 2 ik B4 1 P Bz 4 A J2 400 300 1) firh 98
IR F-o RET. [FIBS, By-CAT RERES T )RR
B5 T 1) G 0 = Bk N R 2 i (RABC) PR R T80 8
WRAEIR F-a(Liu et al, 2008c). #HikiT: 4 By-CAT (2
gD FAEE | G oI BB R I H X 2, I/l
G MK kb, o WA K R 2 E X7 (Qian et
al, 2008a). IGARFFTHGE, CoIE9 A M =
DRI A R - e 5 e 8 o By-CAT (2 nmol/L)
RN SUSE T PR USRI S L /N
(P2 HE KT, WA ZE R F--an TL-1 1 IL-6 5%
(Qian et al, 2008b). IXLe4s LHLIR KB MER IR
7 By-ieR AR A S = EFEAE YRS S
ITHEZ R R RE, JEREEIEN . (12, HAr
AR =D RERIVELN 2 1A FIALEI AN 28
24 SEHIMMPRIERKKE py-BREEE—

—BERMEINFIEXES

HRAR H BT TCiRkIE, 75 i FLah b R B
ek By-ilR A B (1 200 A R sk B
(absent in melanoma 1, AIMI1). B0 ZREKE A
AIMI, R —2K 1 5810 N B A8 250 0 A 8 gl
(195 IR 4B AH DG IR BE R o 2 ks A7 J N SIS
(28 =07, CLHEIERCAN M . Wik 40 M AR 3R
R JLK . M 25 2508 (melanoma) & J7 RS Y =
BHUEMIE,  NBE A0 5 AR AW N (Teichmann
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et al, 1998). EM R0 B TR (0 30R e AL
ke, Jetifk 1.0 6. 7 A1 11 (MR AR W1 R
(Thompson et al, 1995; Matsuta et al, 1997), T4
6 KEM Lk, RILPEZEWZL, BHEREOR
J8d (melanoma) A& B7 PR g 10 EEFI S, A
1 & A2 R AN 489 i1 (Teichmann et al, 1998). A
AIMI ENL T Rtk 6q21, M0/ il AIMI 5E {7 T4
Ak 10 5k, T3 AT AR R DR 57 S DRE BTN
TENFZNE A, #AAAESE = AIML BRI SRR, 42
7~ AIM1 DUEE DR SR B 28 AFAE ) (Teichmann et al,
1998). M\ cDNA #E5: tHk AFI/N 1) AIMT R
HARE W RJEYE, 76 By-crystallin X ISAT C- i ()
DI IR s 90%. AR AIM1 B 12
A By-crystallin [E5FIRA, 20 =7k, 2 I8 HiH
b FEFE KA IZE (K] 4)(Ray et al, 1997; Teichmann et
al, 1998). 7/ A, Northern 431, AIMI [
FIEZZ BN AT, ARG R A KR RIE T B
FERDCORVBGE WA b, T FR 10 38 40 R 2B (3%
AN M AT AR AN AR I, AR AT AIMIT KRR
IET R il s O FFFN B 45 8% B (Teichmann et al,
1998). AIMI1 WRJif & 7 FIAE AL 2 1) i R0
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