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Insect Antimicrobial Peptides: Structures,
Properties and Gene Regulation
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Abstract: Insect antimicrobial peptides (AMPs) are an important group of insect innate immunity effectors. Insect
AMPs are cationic and contain less than 100 amino acid residues. According to structure, insect AMPs can be divided
into a limited number of families. The diverse antimicrobial spectrum of insect AMPs may indicate different modes of
action. Research on the model organism Drosophila indicate that insect AMPs gene regulation involves multiple
signaling pathways and a large number of signaling molecules.
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A KERREISR (WER. HER) bt
B KB FT B BAR R 2 7 B /N T 1.0x10%, A
FHKYE, A IR SR B AT 28K
RIS BRI WS — 2 by (R a-12 g p-
18 BRIFER-1E, U o-iRTiE SB-r2 A
ghif) . AT — e 450 BT IR (Leippe et al,
1999),

EHURH A EECRI AR, MREZ, &
JLEJTRR, MR 10", 25 A S
T 90%, T HAM0) 2 . B HZ T LARE S 7E Sk It
(R A o R TP 3R AT B D I LA b R R A o A
MEZFEMERRTREAUT LA (1) BAL
RKZHECEME DR A B, (20 BAWMmN

HARER XS, B, WERTAE, RN AT R ORI T 2 IR R R DI RERIT ST
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TENRETT, BERS 7 7% b b N BT I A e O HLRE S
UL T4 K25 mmah ot (3) BAIER
SRR RS, RER s R AL A AR E 112
7% (Bulet et al, 2005). FEHI R RGHA LU T EE
M (D ANEA @SSR & T — 1 e ik
2R, W Z BAITHE 40 M, TG S e Bk i (A S pMA = 2,
PUBRIEAE A ek R P ) OGR4y . R BT Ik =
FUEAE R IR Wi C5 0 FL 3l ) I 3 g 2%
D g oGk, Ay g b b
B, Bl AR, RS, ARG PR
IR ATTAARZE R, EAE S O SGRik CF7 287 ik
ZATEE 2 e HAA BB 4k, RN S i)
YER, IR RS SO o i B bR L (58 MESh 4
MM DI RESALD Hr, AT AT £E B L AR P 1) 25 A 36
Iy REEAVE ] (Liu et al, 2006).  (2) EdPiEkEA
SR/ PEE TR, AT TR R
SRORPE . PURE )R p . B AR BT B IEASOO 41 T
MEREA) WAKAER, M HA R B R 4
MOt A R o AR LR, AN Bl A
1 S 1 4B (Cruciani et al, 1991).

1 RHRIEKSE. FHRMER

EHRPURIKAE B oAz, RIEARZ .
Py geit, Hur A1Cx 8 H 30 ZFh AT
THESREPMVIR, FEED THHEH
(Lepidoptera). ### H (Coleoptera). X{3# H (Diptera)+
JKi4# H (Hymenoptera), &4 *F-# H (Hemiptem). 4§
¥ H (Isoptera) » [] ## H (Homoptem) % Ui #& H
(Odonata), SMILKEHLT 200 ZFhEHPiE k. ANA
B H TR AR AR IR PUR A) J5U A T AS [R] (Lamberty et al,
2001).

¥ I8 B P RS M N LR AL i, &9 M BA
‘F)_L%:

1.1 BN Ke-1ZhEnE K

55— B P BE K2 K 72 Ik (cecropins)
Boman et al (1974) \Zeid 4 i 75 S 115 TR A
(Hyalophora cecreopia)iffi itk £+ 4 2515 3 . b5
H 60 £ cecropins LI M5 H (Lepidoptera)
FXH H (Diptera) B HUP LK L R 4y 2515 2], X
Hom 2 M R RPUH 2 K. XK ERPUE KA 29~
42 ANGAIERRIR LA I, 55— B o s SRR R A
PrERHES AT (L Rk AL, H C- A v S S IR Wt M
o D E = (O IRIRIE ] cecropins FENAN =

PG IH 1 BT R P B TR A S R ) PR & 1k o C-oR i 28
P Tk Jie A A A 2 IR A S s IR BH 25 AR, 3
T BUE K (Bulet et al, 1999), {HIE, HALFA
LV R ILI cecropins TR EAT LA FA4SE 5, Akt
T A g i (Aedes  albopictus) AT 122 Az £+ I (Aedes
aegypti)fJ cecropins 755 —. LA A IRR L,
It H C- R FE PR A A% AL(Sun et al, 1998; Sun et
al, 1999; Lowenberger et al, 1999); K51 X LL W%
Iz (Anopheles gambiae)[¥] cecropins M L H A3 C-K i
WA S L), TG (0 2 B Bk (Vizioli et al, 2000).

Ak, A —L8 5 cecropins ZERIAHL, HIEA
J&T cecropins IR H a-#RiEHT B Ik (cecropin-like
peptide), WISk J& T i &% I (Stomoxys  calcitrans) 1)
stomoxyn, 142 NEAKERA K, £H KN cecropin
FE BT # K (Boulanger et al, 2002); K JE T 11U
(Pseudacanthotermes spiniger)f¥J spinigerin, Hi 25 4
IR K (Lamberty et al, 2001); SRyE T3 ok 5
B (Cerratitis capitata)l] ceratotoxins, Hi 29 Mz 3k
FRAR HE A I (Marchini et al, 1995). 5 K2 H5r b 5|
ALK EL R B BT B IRAN[F], stomoxyn. spinigerin.,
ceratotoxins FARA B 15T 77 A2, S AT 14 AIAE B LR
o A R R R A R R A .

oAb B a- B E DU 2 K ORI T — Ly
B E U BRI, ARz K (melittin) (1 27 ANEIER 4L
B, SRR TSI () B (Viasak et al, 1983); SKJET
WU K B4 (Vespa crabro), Hi 13 AN LR 2H it
carbrolin (Krishnakumari et al, 1997). A 4L 4l
(Pachycondylas goeldii) ) & ¥ *+ 4> & 4 3
ponericins, XRPLHEIKI A 3 MEKE, WEHEA 15
AL, BT cecropins 15 60% 2547 A1 AHALL
P, EAERAR, HEihz C-Runz JE Rt
(Orivel et al, 2001).

B H o- MR T 1R 22 AT 41 R ) R B
TECBE ;0 22 PR 40 1R PR A FH 225 T 22 G P
PEAHTE, [FII LA 2503 TR FE S B N AN B A 3 L
. 1E4h, Bulet et al (2003) 5T AN, cecropins
HI cecropin FEPLBIA ] GE BA sZ U AE AT N 00
22 IR HL B (Aspergillus spp, Fusarium spp) LA A i 1F
KIERH . A RERE, stomoxyn Bk T HA T #E 1
PURIE PR LAAE, b FLAT o il A PR 7 (Boulanger
et al, 2002). IR AWIFUERY], AAHH RIATEL
WEBERE . TR/ KRG K SE (Tossi et
al, 2000) 7E Y IF]— L5 2 H0n] B3 5 B . o- MR et
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Steiner et al (1982) T & H [A — 4 % (CD
spectroscopy)I /712X Hyalophora cecropin A ) —
RAEFIEAT THI9T, HEARE], cecropin A 7E/K
T A TR M2 s TR K R ERESE o U AR
AN RRE I o-BR eSS o FH AR (NMR) 77 VAT
cecropin A [ &5 E— D90 K, cecropin A HLA
— AN NR S B PSR a-iBiE(5~21 A
BRI FI—ANEE ) K C-Rui o-BRTE(24~37 47
BRAR), IXPHBL a-BRTE > Gly-Pro BB X iEHz .
1.2 BEZRERNINASCKRIGFF B E K

IRZ PRI EH Z AL IR K 71 A
ThsE, CEAE ARSI P N BT S A .
T AR B D AN R R T s 22 5, IX et
BT DU R R —2e gl 2h . 3 4 B-372, W
KZHCEHESN YT 2 (defensin); B- K I 45/,
KIR T B4 thanatin, androctonin. gomesin.
tachyplesin, 1K VE T PSR 91 brevinins
esculentins; o-BRHER B-H1 2 (MR 45, WICHHE
VIR R, FADAE RSP R .
12,1 BA 5 OB B R AFEB-Hr S PR A
B H A A b ORI IR B iR R ——k U
T2 H B B ) B (Podisus maculiventris) )
thanatin (Fehlbaum et al, 1996). Thanatin?5 214
SRR, RIS R R, SRR
K U8 1 brevinins 4T B K S K B AT 40% (1 1] Y AL o
Thanatin A ] 1S FIPTETETE, 75 MUK EEE v] LA
22 FCRH PR R . S22 IR R B . 22 R IT PR
FERE AR K, HANHAAWIMIE . Pages et al (2003)
W5 R W], thanatin X A I IR 43 B9 1) 22 5 24 14
Enterobacter aerogenesfl1Klepsiella pneumonia A #¥:
HAPEER, R R thanatin 1P HEE 5 524
PG 144 41 v 4 i B 1 () I 22 8 (LPS) 5 X (Pages et
al, 2003). AEBIRZ, AN L& HD-B 2 LR
J8 R thanatin X JT A7 () 45 22 TG 914 41 1 P03 23 5 =
PG RH R4 R A AT TG, (ER A0 AR B AT FL R s 1
(Fehlbaum et al, 1996)., X 3 1 thanatin X A~ [/ (1) #4212
VRIS [F A FL], 045 55 40 B P A ) 57
R A B AR . i3 — 2O R

(Fehlbaum et al, 1996; Leeetal, 2002; Taguchi

etal, 2000) & H]: (1) ZFRC-AR¥iMethkiE ¥ thanatin
R EPUA L LGB 40 B (351, 110 25 BRC-AR i P A4~
Z IR IR IE M thanatin ) 58 4232 K3EPE;  (2) ZFRN-

A it SN G FEMR 5 B K] thanatin /) 8% FLAT X B 43 4 24
PG B IR DT BTG R, Tk — 20 2L RN i 24
SIEIR R IE ) £ G EthanatiniG PE KK FRK: (3) 2
ok C- ity FA TR &5 4 P 56 110 2 K5 R Bk ik 23 19 Ml thanatin
P 2 PO TR BT BS P, T AE AR 4 N 4G
A AlabkFE ) 2 5 i thanatin X BT 41 T8 11T R
TR B (4) C-3in AN S 1) PAT IR B-4r 8 2 TA] () &
IR A7 AE X thanatin 75 PE 2 6 T 10

Thanatin FH—™ = JEZE PRI N-3ii X3 AT— AN
C-UiiPHE 7 ¥ CNRRTGKC (%A L HUR, 24l
TPINERPUR IR Rana &) MG, MiALEYRSCL 45
RELH, thanatin 1) C-¥ig A AR 7 PATHI B-HT &
G5k, X1 A R B ] T IR IR 4
P o FAR 45 00 R g ZE A HS — N R I N-3 8 2
(Taguchi et al, 2000; Mandard et al, 1998).

Thanatin J& Mt K 15T B0 R 25 25 W0,
P SERAT LU LA (1) X AR A= P 40 G 717
(2) PURITEEDR, JUHRE AR 2 I PRI 25 0 A 15 1
(3) TEHMLHIZHE, XA FAEDA A RER- 72
4) 1A, TR RS
122 BREHPIEE 58N H RS R
(Sarcophaga peregrine)f A i (Phormia terranovae)
PRI, AR5 HoAh L Rt el 8 A AT 97 7 25 A
7£(Matsuyama et al, 1988; Lambert et al, 1989). Z|H
A, MWXGHHE . BHEAH . S E . B E g
gt H R d R DU 60 ER . AR, 1k AR
fEI) I, SR G AR 1Y) B HORIR I A8 22 2 TR 1R P
PRS2 S F Sudii ) ST F P
() PR3 91 22 R, B e i (1) 95 i 25 () S 1R 7 1)
L iARS) g1 B = e, R
75%, 1580 5 R L) 7 A8 2= R A
35%(Bulet et al, 1999),

BB ESFED, — RS 34~46 M
FERERIE, A IEAT, A 3~4 XN .
AT — 26 B AR A B4 25 0 T C-F1 N-R i )
FEAR, 5] 2 R T A S . DA JE 2
(Stomoxys calcitrans) 1 iz % B 95 48 25 5 B A N-
K Jify 4iE f# 45 #4] (Lehane et al, 1997); 1fj M RE#%
(Bombus  pascuorum)Fia i - 5 v i R 7 1 3
M BAT C-K Ui ZEAH 4584 (Fujiwara et al, 1990), Ut
A, B it I i (Glossina morsitans) & B T — AN
HEH 33 MNMEAILIRIRIE I 18 25 (Boulanger et al,
2002). 5 EH cecropins —REAAAE C- AR BEfZ AL A
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A, #z2 Hur, HOAHLP R e (g
royalisin KB4 25 HAT C-oRumBE e 4544

MRIEPURTEEAF, RHRPEE L iR
BRI F P . R HE, CeRIK
DA R B 5 MPTE R P A ORI T 5 Fire
drosomycin >k Y& T % WE (Drosophilia
melanogaster)(Yang et al, 2006); heliomicin KJ& T
i ¥ H EL gt (Heliothis virescens)(Lamberty et al,
2001); termicin K T 14X (Pseudacanthothermes
spiniger)(Lamberty et al, 2001); gallerimycin K5 T
1% s (Galleria mellonella)4)) H(Schuhmann et al,
2003) 5 Alol3 =k i T K & X 4 (Acrocinus
longimanus)( Barbault et al, 2003).

B LU B 7 A 0T e 2= I PH PR b (At —
Lo N R R, /MR
(MIC)ff — A% T pmol/L 7K~F o 111 34 22 K 9 42 40 74
P R 2 PR L B T X 6 977 A 2% ) B0 A R AR K
EL LT R o7 18 2R R A g, R 28
ANE 1 min BRI RERT DK AR . th4h, B
PUAN BB 2 AEA B Bl 2 pmol/L 1, T3 JC%s
MyE . BRI, B HUHTAH B D7 1 25 PR Vs 2k 5 s 1 o
FEA K, FEACE TR A P HURTE R, BEAE By
TOmEM TS, BURTE IR . R Pt B
M EHINLEIR 2%, Al s (Phormia)Bri 18 2 e
e A e B K e 40 PR PSS (I M DB, 04 R 4N
TN BB T WIS o 250 dh . 4 M0l ATP
JKSETN R AGH HonI sz B0, R 25 35040 TR A0
HJ%E T (Cociancich et al, 1993).

XS T4l #Bif %, drosomycin. heliomicin
AT termicin J2& ™M I PTE B 20K, eATTaE i 696
A A R 22 5 L) 5 SRR 2 Rl TR ) AR
Termicin A HUE 73 2 == FCBH M 41 B 135 1
Heliomicin {EAEBEERBS TR EE 40 T, PREFIHPUR
WPE; M drosomycin 7EIXFEIBIE 4 N HURTE
PG, XKW heliomicin 5 HAD B BB 2
HAAFRER T2

Bulet et al (2003) Al Thevissen et al (2004)H]
TH-NMR  J7 00 TR S 7 180 25 1) — 4 25 R AE 51
M &5 R %o, B4 W8 (Phormia) A1 3R Wi &
(Sarcophaga) it 41 B 97 11 25 LA A F CHT L 121 B 18 2=
termicin HAT—A> a- MR TELE KA I 7] ~FAT 1)
VOV R <o B A CSDS s  BR 1 A ol T
Fé 2 AR ] (app) . PUECE B # 3% heliomicin !

drosomycin 7> 4 2t — AN I N-K i B- J )2 4544
B(BaBR)RIR T R AP H P % Alol13 A
A LR RME— [ = R B- 1 JE S5 R (BBB) -

1.3 EEHERAMERK

RRPUR M ZE 7, 1 14~39 DNEIER
BRIEA . A 731 RN aT 2 PN E e T
B CNT 20 NEGEREIL) FIRKEE TR CRKT 20
ANEIERRRAL) o HATIXISPUBIL O 5 e F i i
(abaecins , apidaecins) . 15 B (formaecins) » R
(drosocins, metchnikowins). ¥} £ ik (Iebocins) Al
21 b5 (pyrrhocoricin, metalnikowins)H & I .

XRPURIEH Pro BIER & EARE & GBI
BB S TR 25%) , [FN, Pro BRIEH W S ME
IR IE(Lys, Arg Fl His) B ik Ak ol
—I(AAR(KP, RP, PRP, PHP)JL 7 o IX I 7 BEA 1T RE
RIS THEAZ e s, WA ResErh oA
T A A RSB, %R BURE IR Thr
I Ser Bk FAFAE O-IER MBI B M. H AT
S GE. 4R 20 HE(Pyrrhocoris apterus). X7 Fll4:
Skl (Myrmecia gulosa)H & A IX Fif o SL Ak A& 11
MG BIPUREIRAEAE o X TP LA A A R
WAL IR A AE )& « Drosocin fil formaecin [1]
A EPLBE R0 XOBE 8 1 i 8 2 v LA A T B 1 I
Feg HoA % (Bulet et al, 1996; Kaur et al, 2007), 1Mk
A AN S BE A AR T ¥ pyrrhocoricin 1 EE R AR
(1 O-3E B2 [P HE BE AL B4 (1) pyrrhocoricin $7T B i 4 5
(Hoffmann et al, 1999). It4h, ZEK lebocins HiHEAL
16 TR0 B B (1) K 88 2 B AR L 0 181 36 P (Hara et al,
1995),

L A IV T ) T 20 IR 1) R JRORT i A+ R R
(102 22 DGR TR EAT v B R R TS oK 22
2 R PEH w ETEPE . AR S, e T B
abaecinsflllebocins X 5 =% [ S M 41 i A1 BH P 41 B 42
G, metchnikowind 5 4 1% 22 4R B0 1 A 3G
PEo  Lebocins [T G A7 7 FE 5 9 1) ER O,
PR BT, HiE 4 W K.
Lebocins MlcecropinfF 7E R FIVE ], 44 5 T 5 I
2 KK = LT T 1 (Bulet et al, 1999).

I Hg 3% Pk (NMR) AT [ — €5 1% (CD) ¥ J7 ¥
drosocin S HABEIEA IR AT IS 3B, 4
RRW, A KW 3 R To R i (1) 45
Mo MIANZHAR LB E R 50% (v/v), drosocin
R I A I % (McManus et al, 1999).
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OXof R VR PR I R PR 7 TR ) A R
RUATHI ORI, PR IR AV 2 A R0 ALY
PET. 5 o855 B L pU B ORI LA O B B e
TR IRAN TR, R VR 1 5 T 2 2 ) v A AR T A
e, — MR BN . b4b, apidaecins. drosocins
A1 pyrrhocoricins T ) D-ZA A 7K 15 Tofit
BRI o XU X LE T B IR BT BRI 5 S ARk HF
PEATOC, iy IR AR DL AR AE 4 v 40 R b L
(Oren et al, 1998). H % T ISHURIIA M 1E HIHLER
e H T 2/ M5 (Castle et al, 1999; Hoffmann et
al, 1999; Otvos et al, 2000; Kragol et al, 2001; Cudic
et al, 2002; Cudic et al, 2003),

14 EEHEBRVRERK

BERPLRPRARG 47 i N 0.8~3.0x10%, £F
FRE P KDL (Hetru et al, 1998): XU# H
(diptericins. attacinsfllsarcotoxins). ¥ H (attacins)-.
Jii 3 H (hymenoptaecins) « #4## H (coleoptericin «
holotricin IIFIIII, tenecin IIT)+ *}-## H (hemiptericin).
X RPUR IR AL AR S — i b s & H 2R,
FHEREA2TFHI P E S H 2K, Whemiptericin |
coleoptericin; 7482 — 4yl 'm & H &R,
diptericins. sareotoxins. attacin®%. 0 E & H &
TR DU IR A AEO-VE B M M R S AL B M L &,
K51 A (P. terranovae) [fdiptericins (Reichhart et
al, 1989).

Attacins # 56 M f 7 L K 4 (Hyalophora
cecropia) ' /3 B 1S 2], LI 6 B, AHX S F A
L 2.0x10%, 4 Bl EERPE, 5 PRRY s e v
(Hultmark et al, 1983). Ff/5 A — R4 2,
B JFE 7= (Samia cynthia ricini). % Zx(Bombyx mori).
Ji(Drosophila). Zl#(Musca domestica) 4445 &
Mo IXRPURIADUREE MG, O 22 G
M B A $ I (Carisson et al, 1991). HAE AL
S A I B DA A0 R A Y PBE  S d AT RE,
% I (Glossina morsitans)H & Ii [ attacin [ T % 4
=2 IR PIPEAN W B AT PUmiE AL, 38 B AT HUHE HUr) T
P4 (Hu et al, 2005).

Sarcotoxins H i 2 /& bR Wi A7 K 3L, 40 A
sarcotoxin I II, III 3 #{(Okada et al, 1984; Ando et al,
1987; Baba et al, 1987), HAHXf 71 il 0.4~
3.0x10%, H:sarcotoxin ILAHNT 437 5 &k 3x10%,
& H AT 4RI B K TR K . sarcotoxin 11
TEN-3ii2 15 NIRRT — A& 5 Pro P45 K ik,

C-uiiy 250 MEIEMRIAT —A'E # Gly M 25 H 35
PP BA IR 5 22 I BH P 0 9] 42 B A AR B Y e
PIE T . Sarcotoxin T AE AL A2 18 ekl U 41 147 4
) 5 F B2 T - B4 BRI R AET . Sarcotoxin TAH) —
IR L5 Ay AR BEIE TR 2 Mo-180E, 2 o-BEe X
Xfsarcotoxin TA P J2 B 22 [ (Iwai et al, 1993).

Diptericins 5 56 38 ik 41 B 15 - 19 77 1 M\ AT g
(Phormia terranovae) IfiL itk &, 143 2 15 £ (Dimarcq et
al, 1988), BHGERME. #oRRRIE. SO0, R0
BEPR IS 35 K APrise A7 &3 . Diptericin A 82
ANRIEBRIRILA R, X T RELA N 9x10°, —
2 45 K AL FEN-3iig & 7 Pro [ 45 M 38 A1 C-iiy ‘& 5 Gly
FI4E Rtk . Diptericin A%r 1 W& A AN O-IEFE )M
FERESEAAEM, IX PR AL B X Diptericin AP
PEARH EHEE, BRI S S ECL R TR
K (Bulet et al, 1995).

2 REEMREEIRE

YR — PR AR, SRR )% RSl J LA
WEFIVBARN . Rt T2 5 R RS, [
s AL TS SO OIS 2, I A R T R HRUSE R
o e RN 0 R ORI o FRATT R DL OSE I AL
(Drosophila melanogaster) 45, X B H b i ik 1 i
DRI 4 ok B EAT TR BE A 21

FIHFC I, SRR 7 ME S RIA W
DU LS 5 (Bulet et al, 2003). X L4711 fk BE o] 45 1)
T 2% [ FH M 41 B (defensin) A2 2% [ B 1 41
(diptericin, drosocin, attacins, cecropins), 7] LLE H
T H ¥ (drosomycin,metchnikowin) . Jlf t T 4= 4
(PR GY, Ga BT BT TR 11 22 DR s - AE MR AR 4L 21
G e A BT IEE— 20 73 Wb B i bk T R AR
PUEAEH . Sk A E -5 0 S ] B IRk
P RERSIA E] 0.5 mM, IX AN B 076 =y TR AT B 5K
6 vh R KA R 2 500 I B P R P RO FEE

MELRIN, R RIR RS, MR AR
PRSP BB IR (R S DR R 0%, T AT Po g e v
(PR K IR 2 R R RO BR o 1K B SRl ] R R AT X
5340 B RN EC 1R G (P H L (Lemaitre et al, 1997). ik
VAR, X SR 0095 R G998 JELAR ML R iF
FUAT T HEELERE, KL T Toll A1 Tmd P AN[IK
55t ek, It HAR S = 1B #1007
POOIXPIAN IR BT T VR4 IR ST (Hultmark et al,
2003; Hoffmann et al, 2003; Levitin et al, 2008;
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Ferrandon et al, 2007). Hoffmann et al (2003) #iff5¢
LKW, BN AP IR ) L R b K B
semmelweis EPHI R~ M)A S BH U0 ST (PGRPs)
1 osiris F K 7= 404 24 G PE B 45 5 22 11 (GNBPs)
SRR 4 F o Toll R Imd A5 5 18 % [ 8 T
Rel/NF-xB {5 ‘5l %, MWRLVEILH Rel tHIEAL
Mtz 5 «B 74, A T S AE N () 08
HZPE AT, Toll {55 il FE &L — &
AN IR S 0T B AT B0 B PR 2 P 22 I
H A 0 B (1) 0 BRI IDR R G A B A o R e 22 PG BH
Y Py S G ] DA ST Toll 558 i . AHR,
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