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Abstract: microRNAs (miRNASs) in higher multicellular eukaryotes have been extensively studied in recent years.
Great progresses have also been achieved for miRNAs in unicellular eukaryotes. All these studies not only enrich our
knowledge about the complex expression regulation system in diverse organisms, but also have evolutionary significance
for understanding the origin of this system. In this review, Authors summarize the recent advance in the studies of
miRNA in unicellular eukaryotes, including that on the most primitive unicellular eukaryote—Giardia. The origin and

evolution of miRNA system is also discussed.
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MicroRNA (miRNA) J&—3) 2 15 T 5
AR K2 21~25 nt FAEG S N7 RNAS
Bl SR mRNA JPAEAMESE S RN T
MRNA [ F S AmE mRNA [RIPE, AT 45 3%
eIk . SR miRNA FE DR 7E 40 A% 9 3 s
K% 2 kb %] 2% miRNA (primary microRNA,
pri-miRNA), B /G H41 itz N IIITE RNA fi—
Drosha fil THCRHFL . K25 70 nt ). HAT K45
KT HT A miRNA (pre-miRNA)(Lee et al, 2003; He &
Hannon, 2004). Pre-miRNA #{{% %1z {4 Exportin 5
iz #J5(Yi et al, 2003; Bohnsack et al, 2004;
Lund et al, 2004) % % —FITI7 RNA fif—Dicer 3t

WA E 1 2009-05-27; #:5% H 1 2009-09-23

—SUIRIIN T AR mIRNA 73 o 3
miRNA 5 RNP (ribonucleoprotein complex)#44
miRNA /S ITCERE 44K (miRNP)(Mourelatos et
al, 2002; Tang, 2005). Argonaute (AGO) # (i /&
BEAEHRPNEEN 2 —. ZEREaHiET
mMIRNA 54 mRNA Z [Al AL B AN, A5
FERIVTER . [ Lee et al (1993) 1 YRAE Lk dib RIS
—~ miRNA 73 ¥ lind Z )5, AT S8 075
EVFZ w52 MMz, wA. R, ZREY)
% e L BCE B miRNA (Kim et al, 2004;
Sunkar et al, 2005). MiRNA 7E40 L35 01k MA
ARRE . BRI RS A EE . &I
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ARz H LTI ) J7 AR N L R RS R A
Y%E K EHTK) miRNA (Lindow & Krogh, 2005;
Xie et al, 2007; Zhou et al, 2008). BEHEWFITIIEN,
R T miRNA R AL S L 5 B PR R IE T e A1,
X T miIRNA BEA I FT R 5 DRI 035 IR O S,
ATTAR I 0 T3 A — i B 28 10 i R 3 ik R 2 L
IR AR T SRR R AL o

J T ERBE miRNA RGP RIS in) i, AT
FEURAEAN [F) A0 H AT 1R 22 ) b 1 A 3% R 4 ) A7 A
0L RIS TRILUK, ATTHRAE S 2 4 It E
Yirb REER 2] miRNA, 172K ES 1 540 i A% A2 )
W RE %A R miRNA. B, miRNA % —
FERIN A 2 I 3 2 A SR A BATH . i
I A= P 52 2 BT 7 AR T Mk R RS TR R 4
(Carthew, 2006; Kloosterman & Plasterk, 2006;
Ambros & Chen, 2007; Niwa & Slack, 2007). #A1fij,
AR AR (1) PR A0 B A% AR ) (A S B D
WAHGE I T miRNA T R MAAAE. T Ighix
LRI TARME—2R08, 45 A IX S Fi 4 A%
MIRNA X R G R BEAL ) AT IR 1]
1 BIAALRE—ET miRNA REHER

o

9_[\‘

4<% (Chlamydomonas reinhardtii) /& — i 51 41
MSREE . 2 TR IRAE A B R FE DI RE )
RNA T4 % (Schroda, 2006). it 4= #f5 K% 4
MBS R 2 R LI HLAT 5 RNAT ThREAHOCH 3 4
Dicer-like £ 7111 52 /b 4~ Argonautes 2 [1(Schroda,
2006; Zhao et al, 2007).  AR1M, LEACEEH & AT
TEAPETERT N RNA I R #5855 3 D5 31k 1) D e
g ?

BT IR, W KT b, A
ML RIS /N S8 S AR T S0 R B miRNA
(Molnar et al, 2007; Zhao et al, 2007). ATt %I,
5 miRNA B0, 251 miRNA 2 m] PG5
FERI mRNA B DI fig . HE—D s 25 Kk
A B HE LG mIRNA 7ERC 740 M b (1) K58 23T
R, R WX S mIRNA T AESC 11K A
Ko AT miRNA BRI, Ui IEAE AT AT
WHIIERE, mIRNA SUAEAE T2 4B, T
12U B AE Y ok AR, JRIR AT RERIE — 2
(REE) 2 Dy RE o

2 HEERFREMAREZEY ——ZFFHS
miRNA RFERIF R

45 1 (Giardia lamblia) & 1 & — it 575
W Z AT N R 7 AR i 52 B 9T R Ok
AL, HAHESZF I I ) — AN H B R T
CRF IR I A AT o R B AR Ok A A ) B
W AR 2 FTEE R W HE — RAe T HAZ AR ik
BRI R IG TR EY) (Leipe et al, 1993; Hashimoto et
al, 1995; Hilario & Gogarten, 1998). [Xitt, % %}
T A A 2 R A .

A HEFURH A5 5 D7 o0 DA IR R 20
HEAT 00T, 45 9% K 3 Droshasl # Exportin5 f) [
WBEA, HRIMAFER SIRNA K miRNATE ik &
BL4E ] i) Dicerfii(Macrae et al, 2006a; Macrae et al,
2006b) F1 Argonaute & H 28 1 ¥ (Giardia
Argonaute-like protein, GIAgo). M 2741 4 Fa sk
MR, B BRI DicerBE S AE 45 Ky I H HiAth
e 5 ELAZ AR ¥ Dicer g 2 17 #1 (&l 1) Macrae et al
(2006b) F X-ray & (AT 5 1 77 12000 51 4t Dicer g
KA REAT T =S5 o0 B o RN AdAT T 0] B 255
DicerfiF AT T DIREIIE: RSN I K B,
‘B HAVIHIDNAXUEE M D fes AN L, iR
B 95 di Dicer M K LW T AN R TH W Bt

(Schizosaccharomyces pombe) [ DicerfiffHit 545
MR, R ILAT# REE K AERNAIE H (Macrae et al,
2006b). XLERFFTAE R UL, AR BT A B Dicerfil
TN v 5 FAZ A ) BT T Dicer I 45 1) 4 1 2
faj o, AR BA RIEDh Re R a5 f s, & —Fh R
A Dicer filf U & 1 £ 1 . B9 5 H1 1) Agonaute & [

(GIAgo) IIDREAEAR RRERE Bl AR HN, (HAR
A SEYOUF R B R R 2SR R 5 D B 5 A K08
24k, 1) 75 20 GIAgo T 5 5 # 5 m’ G-cap-Sepharose 4%
#r(Saraiya & Wang, 2008). i (IWFsTRN], 15
Horb— 28 5 0k 8L T G g5 AR OC I A A T 40 i
KA FVSP (variant-specific surface protein) [
AW W T A HE RNA KK Y RNA S 4 i

(RARP). Dicerfiff f1 Argonaute 2 11X SsRNA T AL
il 7 %0 4 53 (Prucca et al, 2008). T3k 26 i ol
SRR B HURAA W] RE A AEmIRNAT ¥ R4 .
T n AE TP B AL A5 (1) 5 40 i A% AR ) 2 b B 2
A7 7E A miRNA IS 213 5 5 8 232 (1) Ty g e 2
AR AW B K TG (de novo) ¥ 77 VELE B
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5 durh 5RO R A7 A ¥ 7E I miRNA S A H (1 4
FEK (Zhang et al, 2009). 45HILTF#F]T 58 4>
MiIRNAZER, “eAITATgwtis 50 FimiRNA, ZEST/E
192 UL K RT-PCRELIG IO AIE 1 L A (1) — L6 1Ay e 5%
TR 31X 50 FmIiRNA ) 37 ANFEJE R 41 1 $2)
TEAER REEEA, R AT S R R I AN
D (DT A PR VSPEH, VSPZ
B A MR i ) T AR BT 1, 0 TR ) S

REERINE N A5 AR ARG dEH B2 (Zhang et al,
2009). FRATHIIXLEWITTE RELN], 71 F 40l S5
R IEMIRNATFEAS @ ANREG, 80 1) B 40 i A% A
Yy, LA ARAE DA ORI A B A R B 40 i S0k
A, miIRNAEYE R4 FRIFAAE

113K Saraiya & Wang (2008)it7F 55 &5 4t |- & B
T —2KLL snoRNA M Hi4AN miRNA. At A T3 i i
B A0 B, o BEANIN A9 21— 2R 41 Btk R R 4

100 aa

Human Dicer: -
Helicase DUF 283 PAZ RNase llla RNase [IIb dsRBD

Kl 1 A (Human)Fi 5156 di(Giardia) Dicer B —2% &5 F b n & K (51 A Macrae et al, 2006b)
Fig. 1 Schematic representation of the primary sequence of human and Giardia Dicers(Cited from Macrae et al, 2006b)

ACA C A A CAC C
CAGGAC GG GG GCGG GG  GGCUGCG
CGUGA _UC CC CeCe g (* 1 C,CGF‘.CGGA

UA / AAL

GIsR17 (AG = -26.4 kealimol)
(64 nis of 3 and)

K 2 snoRNAs GIsR17ffJMFOLD 43 #7(5| i Saraiya
& Wang, 2008)
Fig. 2 MFOLD analysis of snoRNAs GIsR17 (Cited
from Saraiya & Wang, 2008)
LU0 AR RIS MIR27EGISRI7H (¥ DIE (Box D) &5t MG (AR
The red letters represent miR2 in GIsR17. The Box C (blue) and Box D
(green) motifs are indicated.

I/ RNA(small RNA), MA % i T 2 20
i) snoRNA 741, &1 miR2 # % 5& /& 1 GIsR17 £t
Dicer Bf# MK 11, 1M GISR17 & — M ERiC &k %
SEMI S CID HE(C/D box) 45 #41¥) snoRNA. Britbz
Ab, AR R I T HoAth 3 4~/ RNA 2 snoRNA
PIF=) o X LR IRAE B 55 P snoRNA 1] g fe—2K
B miRNA F A . 7 45 2 7R miR2 w] fg (1) i 458
L PAT SAE TR VSP R AR 3UTR X, X
HIAT ERwre g R, BRYIBIH R VSP &
HAR P52 2] miIRNA RS IATE . 3E—20%F miR2
(R T R 23 BT 52562 B - miR2 fiff 524K W S5t e ) 7 3%
LR RIE A mRNA KF,  HLIX A
HIE IR T Argonaute 211, 1M F#AIX Dicer B
Fik, miR2 [\ A N2 B 5L . X 4L T 5 A 5
ERRZAY miRNA RS8R AN 8 I D) g 2
WA o

3 HitbBMEEZEY D miRNA REAR

BR T AR DTS Ak, 7R A 54 i B A% A2 )
L R AR B TN i R T
miRNA. Mallick et al(2008)7! F [R5 44 2% (1) Ik AE
fii G HE gt (Trypanosoma  brucei) 2 Pl 4 1 % 5
MIRNA K ILHEEED, 255 R IAT. bruceith 7 — R4
miRNA T J ) %2 & Xl mRNA J& variant surface
glycoprotein (VSG), HI—385 Hkik1y 12 %)% RGeAH
KR . MfTE LT, bruceih /R £ miRNAT
AR IG5 CA 22 A A [R5 DB I A1, LA
I PR PR IE A 5 HE e S0 AH O I 2 B R
Ko 2L TAEIES De et al (2006) AL T
()T IEAE R 2123 N B K 2 (Entamoeba histolytica)
YsE TN AT A MIRNA . BRI T A HE 4
YA B A YRR SE D A AT T, A5 3 A
— LRI REMIRNARIE 731, BT 5 ELEAFAE LA
TSI R A Y 9 D DR A R D R A 75 2k — P sk
B R, AH XL TAE 2 /D4R AET. brucei MIE.
histolyticaix £& &1 41 fitd L A% A= 4 b 1l 5 7] BE A7 A
MIRNAIX — {48 R4 11

4 miRNA RFRYEIRA L B ERT

BB el LR, AT miIRNA R
GRAAAEZ A EAZ D 0, IR e 2 4R
FURZ R 22 D5 A 3RA 1 — i 42 2 AR TA 1K)
ARG PAMEZAED T mIRNA B ILCEEST0Y
TX—W&, MRS T AL mRNA 7E
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ALY TP AR S, A A
Y L miRNA R G RIS PR ITZ R G dn] IR
T R R (0 B AT T 25 S RO I 0 SR %
YR EAT RIMAFAE RS, SRS R T EM
W X TRIRAE RGN A R AL AR
PRI T = 2R 1) o T S0 6 B0 AR ) IE R AL TR S
AW AR AR R B, R S ) L
HZ A . G, B0 R ALK LE LA L
LR b I T 2 5T 1% 2R 46 1A S Yt 40 i) 1
FEEIRAE. AR S E—KE T miRNA
) & B (Zhao et al, 2007), ¥ miRNA )5 FT 2]
AT Y. 3RAT] (Zhang et al, 2009) A
Saraiya & Wang (2008)7E H Hiih b i R 4A 1) FLAZ A=
Y—FE R B TAEAUGERA T miRNA RETE

S CHK:

Ambros V, Chen X. 2007. The regulation of genes and genomes by small
RNAS[J]. Development, 134(9): 1635-1641.

Bohnsack MT, Czaplinski K, Gorlich D. 2004. Exportin 5 is a
RanGTP-dependent dsRNA-binding protein that mediates nuclear
export of pre-miRNAs[J]. RNA, 10(2): 185-191.

Carthew RW. 2006. Gene regulation by microRNAs[J]. Curr Opin Genet
Dev, 16(2): 203-208.

De S, Pal D, Ghosh SK. 2006. Entamoeba histolytica: computational
identification of putative microRNA candidates[J]. Exp Parasitol,
113(4): 239-243.

Hashimoto T, Nakamura Y, Kamaishi T, Nakamura F, Adachi J, Okamoto K,
Hasegawa M. 1995. Phylogenetic place of mitochondrion-lacking
protozoan, Giardia lamblia, inferred from amino acid sequences of
elongation factor 2[J]. Mol Biol Evol, 12(5): 782-793.

He L, Hannon GJ. 2004. MicroRNAs: small RNAs with a big role in gene
regulation[J]. Nat Rev Genet, 5(7): 522-531.

Hilario E, Gogarten JP. 1998. The prokaryote-to-eukaryote transition
reflected in the evolution of the V/F/A-ATPase catalytic and
proteolipid subunits[J]. J Mol Evol, 46(6): 703-715.

Kim J, Krichevsky A, Grad Y, Hayes GD, Kosik KS, Church GM, Ruvkun G.

2004. Identification of many microRNAs that copurify with
polyribosomes in mammalian neurons[J]. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA,
101(1): 360-365.

Kloosterman WP, Plasterk RH. 2006. The diverse functions of microRNAs
in animal development and disease[J]. Dev Cell, 11(4): 441-450.

Lee RC, Feinbaum RL, Ambros V. 1993. The C. elegans heterochronic gene
lin-4 encodes small RNAs with antisense complementarity to lin-14[J].
Cell, 75(5): 843-854.

Lee Y, Ahn C, Han J, Choi H, Kim J, Yim J, Lee J, Provost P, Radmark O,
Kim S, Kim VN. 2003. The nuclear RNase Il Drosha initiates
microRNA processing[J]. Nature, 425(6956): 415-419.

Leipe DD, Gunderson JH, Nerad TA, Sogin ML. 1993. Small subunit
ribosomal RNA" of Hexamita inflata and the quest for the first branch
in the eukaryotic tree[J]. Mol Biochem Parasitol, 59(1): 41-48.

Lindow M, Krogh A. 2005. Computational evidence for hundreds of
non-conserved plant microRNAs[J]. BMC Genomics, 6: 119.

Lund E, Guttinger S, Calado A, Dahlberg JE, Kutay U. 2004. Nuclear export
of microRNA precursors[J]. Science, 303(5654): 95-98.

Macrae 1J, Li F, Zhou K, Cande WZ, Doudna JA. 2006a. Structure of dicer
and mechanistic implications for RNAI[J]. Cold Spring Harb Symp
Quant Biol, 71: 73-80.

Macrae 1J, Zhou K, Li F, Repic A, Brooks AN, Cande WZ, Adams PD,

O ELAZ AR AR, HOK miIRNA [
U5 ) HE W B E AR AR A R g R B, RIT
MIRNA 1 R GE N 1% 7 EAZ BV 2 Wk 2
S5 T, e AE R BB B A T LA R
AW kA ok B 5 5 AT 3 AR 5T X ) i) T
RIZE 2 —o Ak, FRATTIE T DL AN [ (1) R4 il 2T
A28, USRS Z My, LLasg
GRRBEMZ M ED (g, w2
MIRNA A H. Z [A] AU A BMEARAS, AN @ T R .
XPER miRNA R A] fefE B AZ AV FE P e A
[) A= ) Ml 2 93 A I 23 ol AT A5 ST ) a3k AL BIL A
(Zhang etal, 2009) . {H)2&, ZEFHI%E LN
FR G IR Y AN T A B 20 AN R A AT ) A A
K BT ZIRA I

Doudna JA. 2006b. Structural basis for double-stranded RNA
processing by dicer[J]. Science, 311(5758): 195-198.

Mallick B, Ghosh Z, Chakrabarti J. 2008. MicroRNA switches in
Trypanosoma brucei[J]. Biochem Biophys Res Commun, 372(3):
459-463.

Molnar A, Schwach F, Studholme DJ, Thuenemann EC, Baulcombe DC.
2007. miRNAs control gene expression in the single-cell alga
Chlamydomonas reinhardtii[J]. Nature, 447(7148): 1126-1129.

Mourelatos Z, Dostie J, Paushkin S, Sharma A, Charroux B, Abel L,
Rappsilber J, Mann M, Dreyfuss G. 2002. miRNPs: A novel class of
ribonucleoproteins containing numerous microRNAs[J]. Genes Dev,
16(6): 720-728.

Niwa R, Slack FJ. 2007. The evolution of animal microRNA function[J].
Curr Opin Genet Dev, 17(2): 145-150.

Prucca CG, Slavin I, Quiroga R, Elias EV, Rivero FD, Saura A, Carranza
PG, Lujan HD. 2008. Antigenic variation in Giardia lamblia is
regulated by RNA interference[J]. Nature, 456(7223): 750-754.

Saraiya AA, Wang CC. 2008. snoRNA, a novel precursor of microRNA in
Giardia lamblia[J]. PLoS Pathog, 4(11): €1000224.

Schroda M. 2006. RNA silencing in Chlamydomonas: mechanisms and
tools[J]. Curr Genet, 49(2): 69-84.

Sunkar R, Girke T, Jain PK, Zhu JK. 2005. Cloning and characterization of
microRNAs from rice[J]. Plant Cell, 17(5): 1397-1411.

Tang G. 2005. siRNA and miRNA: An insight into RISCs[J]. Trends
Biochem Sci, 30(2): 106-114.

Xie FL, Huang SQ, Guo K, Xiang AL, Zhu YY, Nie L, Yang ZM. 2007.
Computational identification of novel microRNAs and targets in
Brassica napus[J]. FEBS Lett, 581(7): 1464-1474.

Yi R, Qin Y, Macara IG, Cullen BR. 2003. Exportin-5 mediates the nuclear
export of pre-microRNAs and short hairpin RNAs[J]. Genes Deyv,
17(24): 3011-3016.

Zhao T, Li G, Mi S, Li S, Hannon GJ, Wang XJ, Qi Y. 2007. A complex
system of small RNAs in the unicellular green alga Chlamydomonas
reinhardtii[J]. Genes Dev, 21(10): 1190-1203.

Zhou D, Li S, Wen J, Gong X, Xu L, Luo Y. 2008. Genome-wide
computational analyses of microRNAs and their targets from Canis
familiaris[J]. Comput Biol Chem, 32(1): 60-65.

Zhang YQ, Chen DL, Tian HF, Zhang BH, Wen JF. 2009. Genome-wide
computational identification of microRNAs and their targets in the
deep-branching eukaryote Giardia lamblia. [J]. Comput Biol Chem, 33:
319-396.



